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World’s finest 
self-contained underwater 
breathing equipment 


The Scott HYDRO-PAK is made to exacting standards by 
the world’s largest producer of portable-demand breathing 
equipment. It is acclaimed by amateur and expert for under- 
water adventuring, salvage, fishing, marine repairs, rescue 
and exploring. 





@ There’s a new world of adventure ir spear- 
fishing, exploring sunken wrecks or in the fabu- 
lous new field of underwater photography. 





@ HYDRO-PAK features include: Natural Scott Demand Regulator autom 
rubber, full-face mask with 5” safety adjusts to depth and pressure. Pl 
glass lens. Air “Econo-Miser” for using on mask insures maximum sof 
atmospheric air while diver’s head is breathing ease. Regulator is ea 
above water. Water ejector button to in- assembled, without tools; for ¢ 
stantly clear mask, no water swallowing. and inspection. 


Only Scott offers nationwide 
You quickly and easily adapt to Z sales and service facilities. 
the wonderful underwater world 
where you glide weightless 


through its crystal clear, liquid : SCOTT AVIATION CORP. 


atmosphere. 8301 ERIE STREET LANCASTER, 


For complete information, write today: 
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SUITS 


Distributed exclusively by Heathways in ae, ee oe der an isothermic 
the Western Hemisphere. The world’s a wii ii 7 principle in which 
finest professional equipment... / oe wee ewe . »,, the millions of 
used by United States, French and Pees srvRi » tiny air cells, 
italian Navy, frogmen demolition whe’ WwW Ss j trapped in the 
teams and salvage divers through- ™ a eee a mo’ ae foam rubber, 
yut the world! Used exclusively *% AH RIELE : Ee help the 
yy the foremost underwater : r a ; body to 
photography and exploration 2 o ae : ce ‘ : retain its Tg 
groups. . 4 pes r ; 



























































SMALL —5’ 8” in height to approximately 160 Ibs. - te, greatest furor since rubber suits of any kind 
MEDIUM —5’ 8” to 6’ in height to approximately F i. 4 were first introduced. 


LARGE —6’ and taller in height to approximately ? ee. suits are expertly designed to mold to the figure 
220 Ibs. 2 : 


PECHE-SPORT suits may be worn with or without sd . suits are so comfortable that they can be worn 
long underwear or underclothing. Many persons for many hours at a time. It is for this reason that 
find that wearing clothing underneath is desir- . they are face by ee brs Id’s foremost a 
able, especially where there is a great amount of teams, underwater demolition services of many 
physical activity, as it helps to protect the skin : : 
against the possibility of irritation under the { Should the material at any time be damaged or 
arms, between the legs, etc. 


HEALTHWAYS...the world’s most complete line Ri MZ Cig). are Me ae eo 


PECHE-SPORT | 


VULCANIZED FOAM RUBBER FROG- 
MAN ISOTHERMIC SPORTS DIVING 


Made in France — All Designs 
Patented and Registered / mee reason for this being 












HEALTHWAYS Peche Sport Suits are made of extra thick, fine pore 
foam rubber vulcanized between two layers of tough smooth 
rubber skin which is unbelievably tear, snag and scuff resis- 


construction and workmanship make this 

\ an outstanding buy! The Peche-Sport will 

‘ ; out-perform and outlast by far any other 
BK: suit on the market. Peche-Sport exclu- 
° sive materials are the heaviest and best 
. used in any vulcanized foam rubber suit 
now manufactured and are known the 
world over for their great resistance 

to exposure to water and sun. 


EXCLUSIVE! 













This vulcanized foam 
rubber suit is known as 
an isothermic suit; the 


that it operates un- 


heat, 
by o 





PECHE-SPORT TAHITI Ber 7 «6s acting as an insulating 






Mne piece short suit with ex- = blanket to protect against 
tlusive patented wrap-around Poe } 2 the penetration of the 
supporter-apron and belt. es = temperature of the water 
: (Dees not include os —_ ss which is usually far below 
helmet or socks) 4 : xh, oy that of the body. This 
Sizes: Small. x .. - a. Pe Ss god ‘ : isothermic principle makes 
Medium. Pe ea de ee possible the maintenance 
Large. + ee of comfortable body 
Weight ame ae : temperature and is not 
2%, Ibs ars: sa P : ‘ available in any other type 
CAT. NO. ‘geet ; j rubber suit now made. 
P-SS Healthways’ Peche- Sport 
saielt suit is not to be confused 
$49.50 with the ‘‘wet’’ type suit 
. 4 Lf 2 eee , which is made of porous 
he ion ; e ee. ‘ type foam rubber which 
& PECHE-SPORT i. x . 2 i 4 . allows the body to become 
FROGMAN LONG sd Oe wet within a few minutes and 
Includes full length pants Be which affords little protection 
with new exclusive suspender met : against the cold. The ‘‘wet’’ type suit, as it 
design, long shirt with long ee it, 8 is commonly known, will disappear from the 
sleeves and helmet attached {| ; 4 market wherever the Peche-Sport suit can 
and detachable vulcanized a ae : ; be used since the Peche-Sport suit com- 
foam rubber boots. Sizes: re ge . bines all the features essential to maximum 
Small, Medium, Large. ba comfort in all water temperatures where a 

Weight 61% lbs. 4 . ; rubber suit can be worn at all. 

CAT. NO. P-LS_ retail $84.95 eee 









Healthways Peche-Sport is being used through- 
out the world in all climates and under the most 
exacting requirements. Its availability in the 


SIZE TABLE — PECHE-SPORT SUITS Western Hemisphere has already caused the 


185 Ibs. ee ae et Healthways Peche-Sport vulcanized foam rubber 


with pure natural gum rubber vulcanized to the 
foam rubber at the neck, wrists, waist and ankles 
. assuring a snug watertight fit. Peche-Sport 





governments, and leading research organizations. 


torn, it can easily be repaired with an ordinary 
rubber cold patch, or vulcanized. Available at your 
sporting goods dealers who feature the fabulous 
Healthways line of underwater sports equipment! 


PECHE-SPORT HELMET PECHE-SPORT BOOTS 
Sold separately. 








Sold separately 


DEALER Two sizes: . 
AND Medium One size 
3669 SEVENTH AVENUE ¥ JOBBER and Large. only. 
LOS ANGELES 18. CALIFORNIA INQUIRIES CAT. NO. P-H CAT.NO.P-B 
SOLICITED retail $4.50 retail $5.95 pr. 
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MACHINED FROM 
SOLID BRASS 


demand regulator provides 

air at any depth with minimum breathing 
effort. Reserve air-valve is depth- 
compensated, giving user 
ample time to surface 
under all conditions. 
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INGENIOUS 
v MOUTHPIECE VALVE 


closes off breathing hoses to 
prevent flooding and conserve air 
supply while on surface... 
permits air on demand for underwater | Northill 
swimming. ren Cee 






SCIENTIFIC VALVE I) 
DESIGN MAKES NORTHILL AIR-L hi 
wo R LD’S Fi | EST Skin-divers, make sure you 


see the new Northill Air-Lung before you buy your next underwater breathing unit. 
It gives underwater swimming entirely new ease and safety. 

There are reasons for its excellence. It was designed by the AiResearch Division of 
The Garrett Corporation. AiResearch has more experience in fhe design and manufacture 
of air pressure regulators than any other company. The Northill Air-Lung is 
precision built for trouble-free durability. 

In addition, it can be disassembled, completely cleaned and put together again 
in 10 minutes! No adjustment or calibration is necessary. It has been approved 
for use by the U.S. Navy. 

See your sporting goods dealer for further information about this Vf 
newest, finest aid to underwater swimming. 


¢ See the Northill Air-Lung at the Ui 
Sportsmen's Show, Pan Pacific 
Auditorium in Los Angeles, from 


April 14, thru April 24, 1955. Northill Company, Inc. 
garry 9851 South Sepulveda Boulevard, Les Angeles 45, California 
: eerie oS 





A subsidiary of THE (GA CORE CATION 
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The SKIN DIVER 


P. O. Box 128, Lynwood, California 
Phone: MEtcalf 3-7851 
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Copyright 1955 by The SKIN DIVER 


ntered as second-class matter at the 

post office at Lynwood, California 
is shed by The Skin Diver, P. O. Box 128, 
Ly wood, California, U.S.A., each month 
he purpose of creating a further inter- 
n skin diving and underwater spear- 
fiss ng and to provide an advertising 
um for manufacturers and retail mer- 
ts of equipment used by underwater 
fishing and hunting enthusiasts 


JIM AUXIER 
Editor 
CHUCK BLAKESLEE 
Advertising Mgr. - Assoc. Editor 
DEADLINE FOR ALL COPY 


\dvertisement—Manuscripts—Photographs 
irst of Month prior to date of Publication 
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2 3 


making change of address give both 
new and old address 


Advertising rates upon request 


CLUB REPORTS 
tive and nsist of one type 
e spaced, 200 w is per rer 


Address all correspondence to 
The SKIN DIVER 
P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, California, U.S.A. 


scripts and material are submitted tree | 
sea tor publication, becoming the property 
he Skin Diver unless previous copyrights exist 
Editors do not necessarily agree with, nec 
J responsible for pinions and statements 


essed or implied by others than themselves 
Printed by Wolfer Printing Company 
Los Angeles, California 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


One Year - $3.00 Two Year - $5.00 
Five Year - $10.00 
Outside U.S. (one year) - $4.00 


New York Representative: 
Richard Crosby 
Box 482 
Freeport, New York 
San Diego Representative: 
Jim Merten 
474] Bayard Avenue 
San Diego, California 
Ph: HUdson 8-6876 
British Subscription Representative: 
Peter F. Hobson 
79, Southbrook Road, Countess Wear 
Exeter, England 
One Year Subscription Rate: 28/6d 














MAY COVER 
Gustav Dalla Valle’s boat handler 
beaches a native dugout canoe 
for photgrapher Marcel Isy- 
Schwart on one of the many 
shady nooks along the Haitian 
coastline. From “Haiti Cherie,” 
published by Editions Henri Des- 


champs, Port-au-Prince. 








Inter America 
Underwater Spearfishing 
Championships 


May 29, 1955 


Sponsored by 
Guaymas Sport Fishing Club 


with the cooperation of the International 

Underwater Spearfishing Association 

Under Sanction of The 

WEXICAN AMATEUR FEDERATION 

LOCATION: Guaymas. MEXICO 

AWARDS & TROPHIES: 

Ist Place Team—Presidential Trophy 

2nd Place Team—Governor’s Trophy 
3rd Place Team—Mavyor’s Trophy 

AWARDSs: 

1. Greatest Individual Aggregate. 

2. Largest Individual Single Catch. 

INTER - AMERICA UNDERWATER 
SPEARFISHING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
are open to 3-man club teams from Can- 
ada. United States. Mexico. Central & 
South America. Caribbean Mandates. 
Colonies and Countries. Only teams of 
Clubs officially organized 3 months prior 
to the date of the competition are eligible. 
Not open to unattached divers. 

TRAVEL PERMITS and amateur card 
must be obtained from your National 
\mateur Federation to enter competi- 
tion in Mexico. (Exception—Armed 
forces). 

CANADA: A.A.U. of Canada. c/o 
James Worrall. 17 Haw- 
thorne Ave.. Toronto. Can- 
ada. 

i. S.z A.A.U. of U.S. c/o Daniel 
Ferris. 233 Broadway. New 
York 7. N.Y. 

MEXICO: M.A.F. of Mexico. c/o Man- 
uel Guzman Willis. Vallarta 
ll. Apartado Postal 125. 
Mexico. D. F. 

JAMAICA: Amateur Swimming Coun- 
cil of Jamaica, B.W.L.. c/o 
Abe Issa. Harbour St.. 
Kingston, Jamaica. B.W.I. 

SOUTH South American Federation 

AMERICA: of Athletics. c/o Luis Galvez 
Chipoco, Casilla Postal 
1496, Lima, Peru. 

AGE LIMIT: 16 yrs. & up. Written 
permission from each minor contestant’s 
parent or guardian will be required. 
Name and date of competition must be 
included in written permission. 

REGISTRATION HEADQUARTERS: 
Guaymas Sport Fishing Club. 

REGISTRATION HOURS: All day 
Saturday. May 28, 1955. 8:00 A.M. to 
9:00 A.M. Sunday. May 29th on the 
ocean side of the Miramar Hotel on Boca- 
chibampo Bay. 


REGISTRATION FEE: $1.50 per 
team member. Payable at Registration. 
DURATION: Competition shall last 4 
hours. 
STAGING AREA: Ocean side of Hotel 
Miramar on Bocachibampo Bay. 

ASSEMBLY: 8:00 A.M. on ocean side 
of Hotel Miramar. 

TEAMS: Each Club may enter a 3-man 
Team. No substitute or alternate. Divers 
may come out and go into the water again 
as often as they wish. An alternate for a 
sick or missing member may register 
officially until 9:00 A.M. Sunday May 
29th. provided he is a member of the 
same Club and has an amateur Registra- 
tion Card. 

BRIEFING: 8:30 A.M. to 9:30 A.M. 
\ll judges watches will be synchronized 
with diving time beginning at 10:00 A.M. 
Small boats equipped with outboards will 
rendezvous with Ship Headquarters Boat 
at sea. One Judge and team per small 
hoat will begin diving at 10:00 A.M. All 
diving will cease at 2:00 P.M. 

SAFETY: Aqua-Guards. 

RULES of the International Under- 
water Spearfishing Association shall be 
strictly adhered to: (a) Swimming under 
the water. (b) No artificial breathing ap- 
paratus (c) No assistance. 

LIABILITY: A Waiver-of-Responsibil- 
ity must be signed by each competitor at 
time of Registration. 

SCALES: Certified scales are to be 
used. 

WEIGHING: Weighing will be done 
by the judges. 

Team will be responsible for keeping 
catch separate until weighed. 

No catch under 6 inches in length will 
be weighed. 

A 35 lb. maximum per fish for Indi- 
vidual Aggregate or Team Total will be 
in force. Larger fish may be taken but 
only 35 Ibs. will count towards the total. 
The total weight of the largest fish will 
count for the Individual Largest Single 
Catch. 

DECISION OF THE JUDGES WILL 
BE FINAL. 

PRESENTATION OF TROPHIES: To 
be made after end of competition on 
May 29. 1955. 

Presentations by Mayor of Guaymas. 
Mexico and/or Officials. 

Epwarp Ray Gray. Negotiator, Ser- 
pents Club. Los Angeles. California. 

Ernesto Zaracoza. Chairman, (Tele- 
phone: 11 & 25) Cluz Yzala. Apartado 
Postal No. 41. Avenida Serdan No. 82, 
Guaymas. Sonora. Mexico. 

Ratpu Davis. General Chairman. 
(Telephone. NO 5-6729) Underwater 
Sprfg. Championships Comm. of the I. U. 
S. A., Los Angeles County Muceum, Los 
Angeles 7. California, U.S.A. ™ 
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Enjoy 
The Convenience Of 
Unlimited Pure Air Supply 








Own a Cornelius Air Compressor 

~charge your tanks quickly and 
easily any time, anywhere. Eco- 
nomical to own and economical 
to use. Cornelius design features 
are based on experience gained 
by supplying air compressors for 
aircraft use. Rugged, depend- 
able performance is obtained 
with minimum weight. Sold by 
leading dealers and distributors 
everywhere. For free folder 
write today. 


THE CORNELIUS COMPANY 
562-39th Avenue N. E. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


PORTABLE HIGH PRESSURE 
AIR COMPRESSORS 
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Wanted—$10.000... 





D9) Champions to 
Europe Fund 


Help send your 1955 National Under- 
water Spearfishing Champions to Europe 
to compete with Spain, Italy, France and 
Russia for the International Title on 


August — 1955. 


The Skin Diver Magazine has kindly 
consented to act as trustee for the fund 
and contributions should be sent direct 
to: “55 Champions to Europe Fund.” 
c/o Skin Diver Magazine, P. O. Box 128, 


Lynwood, Calif. 


With Underwater Spearfishing a Na- 
tional A.A.U. sport, Entry Fees at Cham- 
pionships events have automatically been 
lowered. A $1.00 contribution from each 
individual or club member will ensure the 
best for our champions. The winning club 
may be yours. 


The winning team will be flown to New 
York unless the National Champion Team 
is from the New York Association. The 
U.S. Divers will be outfitted there with 
American colors, garb and insignia. The 
4.A.U.. through the Department of State 
will arrange their visas and they will em- 
plane on a Pan American Clipper for a 
through flight to Barcelona, Spain. 


Plans have been made for the Ameri- 
can team to fly to the Spanish island of 
Mallorca where they will have five days 
to train in the waters where the meet will 


be held. 


The major city of Palma on the island 
of Mallorca was a post war base for the 
American U.D.T. and Edward Gray of 
the Serpents Underwater Spearfishing 
Club. who spent two years there, reports 
the temperature very warm in August 
and the underwater conditions favorable 
for high team totals. 


Because of the great amount of dyna- 
miting that has been done along the 
shores of the Mediterranean, fish are rela- 
tively scarce in shallow water, thus fore- 
ing the underwater spearfishermen to 
hunt at great depths. It is not uncommon 
for first class divers to exceed one-hun- 
dred feet during the course of European 
Championships. However, the waters sur- 
rounding the island of Mallorca are still 
relatively unspoiled. 


The unofficial Italian free dive without 


a lung is now 145 ft., the official depth stil} 
remains at 127+ ft. 

In spite of the fact that Italy has g 
many hundred foot divers, Mairata, Bonet 
and Pol of Spain captured the European 
Championships in Italys back yard a 
Sestri Levante. It is not generally known 
that Spain has had an Underwater Spear. 
fishing Association since 1947, and -o ij 
was not without some surprise that the 
European nations saw Spain dominate 
the team competition. It was with Luis 
Puyo and Bonet of Spain that the liter. 
national Underwater Spearfishing Asso. 
ciation first communicated in the process 
to standardize the rules for Underwater 
Spearfishing World’s Records. Yel ow. 
tail have been taken in Spain weighin » 89 
lbs. 

This will be the first time an Amer can 
Underwater Spearfishing Team has « om- 
peted in Europe and we urge every one 
who has an interest in the pastim: of 
skin diving and the sport of underwater 
spearfishing to support this worthy e fort 
to make our sport truly international. 
Make all contributions payable to ~ °55 
Champions to Europe Fund” and send to 
“Skin Diver Magazine.” Box 128, Lyn. 
wood, Calif. 

CHAMPIONS TO EUROPE 
COMMITTEE 

Fred Beitz—A.A.U. 

Gustave Dalla Valle—Pescasport Maga- 
zine 

Jim Auxier—The Skin Diver Magazine 

Charles Blakeslee — The Skin Diver 
Magazine. 

Dr. Paul DeBach 
fornia 

Ralph Davis—Chairman. 


University of Cali- 





Weather Repori 
from 
Miami. Florida 


APRIL 7, 1955 


CHARLIE ANDREWS SAYS: 
Highest temp. for the week 84° 
Lowest temp. for the week 58° | 
Highest water temp. for the week. .74° F 





Lowest water temp. for the week. .71° 
Winds 20 to 25 MPH 
Water Dirty starting to clec 











Weather Report 
from 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


APRIL 12, 1955 


McFARLAND SAYS: 
Highest temp. for the week 68° 
Lowest temp. for the week 56° | 
Highest water temp. . 59° 
Lowest water temp. : ot cl 
Winds aghaes .....15 to 30 MPH 
Water Several clear days 
4 
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The romance of skin-diving gnd the 
mysteries of the deep arse yours-—-make 
them safely yours with AQUALUNG & 
scuba. When you buy, insist on Me one 
and only AQUA-LUNG. It's proven 100 
percent safe and selinible, Speed" by: 
American, British, French angeCanadian 
Naval Forces * Approved by t.s. Gov- 
ernment Bureaus & Departments’ * Fire 
Departments + Shipping Companies « 
American Red Cross + Colleges and 
Universities « Harbor Commissions + 
Used exclusively by motion picture stu- 
dios in such films os “Underwater,” 
“The Frogmen,” and “20,000 Leagues 
‘Ainder The Sea.” AQUASLUNG scuba is 
now the standard of the world. 


Bi 
P 





“CYRANO” MASK — The largest 
field of vision of any diving 
mask, Protruding nose facilitates 
“blowing” to compensate for 
water pressure. 

Recommended for ‘‘AQUA- 
LUNG” diving 


‘ 
= 


The Seamless suit (dipped pure latex) 
2-plece sult'........ . . $20.00 


F FS. 
“ARBELETE” SPEAR GUN—Orig- ZA 
inal imported French designed et 
and developed x 
(1502) Deluxe .......$24.95 '¢ 
(1501) Standard . . . $19.95 i 


(1503) Junior . . ... $17.50 F 
(1504) Baby........ $13.95 


H 
bw www ww www ww ww ww www owes 


ee a ee eee 


U. S. DIVERS CORP. 


1045 Broxton Avenue 
West Los Angeles 24, California 
GRanite 9-8750 * BRadshaw 2-3185 


*self contained underwater breathing apparatus tTrade mark of U.S. DIVERS CORP./U.S.A. 


L 
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atrick O'Malley 
elected 1954 

ational Underwater ; 
peartishing Athlete 


f The Year 


Receiving the famous Helms Award. 
given for the most outstanding perform- 
ance in amateur underwater spearfishing 
competition, Patrick O'Malley tops a list 
of two former award winners, Dr. Nelson 
Mathison and Arthur Pinder. 

With an impressive record in competi- 
tion made even more gruelling due to the 
added eliminations, Patrick O'Malley has 
shown himself worthy of this high honor. 


Patrick O'Malley is not new to victory 
in Underwater Spearfishing having com- 
peted as a member of the Sea Downers 
Team that won the National Champion- 
ships in 1952. His team was 3rd in 1953 
and 2nd in 1954. The Dolphin team of 
which Pat is a member, took first place in 
the 1954 Pacific Coast Championships. 


It is not unexpected to find that the 
background of each National Underwater 
Spearfishing Athlete of The Year is out- 
standing. Pat. who is 31 years old, 6 ft. 
51,” tall and weighs 235 lbs., was born 
in California. In 1938 he won the San 
Francisco Call Bulletin 50-yd. free-style 
swimming competition. During the war 
he served on one of the best teams of all, 
the United States Marines as an instruc- 
tor in Judo and hand-to-hand combat and 
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PAT O'MALLEY, the third 
underwater athlete to re- 
ceive the Helms award 
and a member of the 
Dolphin team that took 
second place in the 1954 
Nationals at Key West, 


is h 


¥ 


saw active service in the South Pacific. 
He graduated with a B.S. in Civil Engi- 
neering from the University of New 


Mexico. 


The National Underwater Spearfishing 
Athlete of The Year is chosen from the 
contestants of any sanctioned State. Re- 
gional, or National Championships. All 
catches must conform with the Fish and 
Game laws of the region in which taken 
and with the rules of the I.U.S.A. with 
performance limited to the continental 
United States and Territories. except in 
team competition outside the United 
States. He must be a resident and citizen 
of the United States. The award may be 
made only once to the same person. 


Major stress in selection of the Na- 
tional Underwater Spearfishing Athlete of 
The Year is given to the competitive rec- 
ord of the underwater spearfishing ath- 
lete at Club, Inter-Club. Regional. State 
and National Championships so that the 
achievement may be indisputable. 


The Helms Award, Athlete of The Year 
for the sport of underwater spearfishing. 
was obtained through the efforts of the 
International Underwater Spearfishing 
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cod 
dope 





Association in 1952. The first aim of th 
I.U.S.A. as a non-profit, scientific a: 
service organization is: To encourage th 
sport of underwater spearfishing as re¢ 
reation and as a potential source of scien 
tific knowledge. The major purpose o 
National Championships and giving ret 
ognition to underwater spearfishing ath 
letes is to attract large numbers of peop! 
to the sea so that a larger end product 0 
serious researchers may be obtained wh 
seek answers to the many questions “y 
unanswered in the underwater world 
ATHLETE OF THE YEAR 
ComMITTEE OF THE I.U.S.A 


SPECIAL MENTION FOR 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE 
Gibby Dear—Marlins. Los Angeles 
Donald Pinder Tritons, Miam 
Florida 

Fred Pinder—Tritons. Miami. Florid 

Charles Sturgill—Southern Californi 
Skin Divers Club, Redondo, Calif. 

Bill Yamachika—Nisei Kelptanglers 
Los Angeles. Calif. 

Bud Abernathy—-Southern Californi 
Skin Divers Club. Redondo. Calif. 

Jack Dudley — Snorkels. Riverside 
Calif. = 
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Build Your Own... 





By C. 


Before building your underwater cam- 
era case. you have to decide on two things 
—the camera to be encased and the tools 
you have available. The rest is up to your 
inzenuity as there is no end of shapes 
and sizes of plastics. and methods of 
sealing or pressurizing. 

My selection was an 8 mm Bell and 
Howell Sportsman with an F-2.5 Wide 
Angle Lens. The case had to be machined 
in a small metal turning lathe. so this 
froze the design—everything machined 
had to be round. 

The camera fit nicely into a 6” O.D. x 
i” wall x 234” long cast Plexiglas cylin- 
der with room for a G. E. Mascot expo- 
sure meter. One side was formed from a 
¥,’”’ thick sheet of Plexiglas that was cut 
in‘o a 6” circle by the supplier. and a 14” 
houlder was turned to slip into the cylin- 
der 1, of an inch. The end of the cylinder 
us partially dissolved in ethylene di- 
chloride solvent and pressed onto the side, 
welding into an invisible watertight joint. 
The excessive stock was then machined 


m2 


= 


ter Camera Case 


W. FINKL 


and polished flush with the side of the 
cvlinder. 

The removable side was machined from 
a 34” thick sheet of Plexiglas. This side 
screws in and out of the case. is sealed 
with an “O” Ring and a machined face. 
and is the answer to all cover leakage 
problems. It is much quicker than the 
bolted tvpe which greatly facilitates load- 
ing. Machining the threads is rather 
tricky. as cast cylinders vary a little in 
size. If you chuck the case on the solid 
end. you can “skin” out just enough ma- 
terial in the open end to form a perfect 
circle for about °< of an inch. Then cut 
” deep and don't 
forget to provide 14” x 1/32” deep relief 
at the end of the thread to pull out the 


, 


20 threads per inch .032 


threading tool. Cut a 5/32” wide x .035’ 
deep undercut at the beginning of the 
thread for a seat for the “O” Ring. and 
be sure to face the end of the cylinder. 

The removable side is chucked for 
about 14” and the balance threaded using 
the case as a thread gauge—the O.D. of 
this thread being the I.D. of the case 
thread plus 0.065”. 

After threading. undercut 5 
below the face shoulder to a depth suffi- 


32” wide 


on the smaller sizes for the winding and 
focusing knobs. 

A clear flat surface is required for the 
lens, so a 2” circle was cut from 14” 
sheet and cemented to the machined end 
of 2” O.D. cast tube with 14” wall. Cut a 
hole in the case with a hole saw. large 
enough to accommodate the lens. and 
shape and cement the tube in place. soak- 
ing the end of the tube in solvent for 3 to 
5 minutes before assembly. Any “bad” 
spots in the joint can be fused together by 
placing a few drops of solvent on the joint 
from an eye dropper. 

The controls vary with the case. cam- 
era and application. Use stainless steel 
wherever possible. and “O” Rings for 
seals. It is quite simple to drill and ream 
plastic case for the control shafts. and 
undercut the shaft to accommodate a 
1/16” wall “O” Ring providing .005” 
squeeze and at least .015” side clearance. 
Be sure to chamfer the plastic so you 
don’t cut the “O” Ring on assembly. 

For linear motion. surgical tubing 
makes a good seal with spring return. 
This can be used to operate the trigger. 

Exposures ranging from F-8 to wide 
open, at 16 frames per second are exper- 
ienced. depending on depth, light and 
color of bottom. so an exposure meter is 
a must—as is color film to show the rich 
beauty of under sea life. 

A type “A” filter with daylight color 
film helps reduce the blues on deep shots. 
but open up one more stop. 

Peterson Bros. Plastics. 3834 N. South- 
port Avenue. Chicago 13. Illinois. sup- 
plied the plastic and solvent. are very 








cooperative and a good source—as is 
° ° cw “oy? . ‘ = sl lee 
of the cient to give .005” squeeze on the “O Norman Engineering. 2115 W. Marquette 
1 Ring. This squeeze seems to work best for Road. Chicago 36. Illinois for “O” 
C al nn : : . 
oa *“(” Rings in plastic and should be used Rings. 
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**Man the Lifeboots!!"" 


California’s 


Treasure 


By LIEUT. HARRY E. RIESEBERG 


..-A vast treasure still rests on the 
bottom of California’s offshore 
waters, waiting for the intrepid ad- 
venturer and treasure-hunter who 
has the modern equipment and loca- 
tion to salvage it from out of the 
depths . . . a treasure sunk in one of 
Califorina’s worst catastrophies, and 
which has been long forgotten .. . 
hundreds of thousands of dollars is 
the prize which rests closeby and 
can be retrieved . . . 


HUNTING treasure used to be just an 
adventure. Now it’s big business. The 
adventure is still there—plenty of it— 
but it’s adventure financed by hard- 
headed business men and yachtsmen who 
see huge profits ahead. 


Lying at the bottom of every ocean, 
even of every large fresh water sea, are 
ships laden with gold, silver, jewels— 
and with modern cargoes worth even 
more than gold in some instances. Even 
California has its treasure ships resting 
beneath her coastal waters, some laden 
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Vault 


with Spanish treasure, others with more 
recent riches. 

One of these famous wrecks lies far up 
the northern coast of California, only 
nine miles from Crescent City—a most 
fascinating lure for the modern treasure- 
hunter who seeks to recover sunken 
riches. It is a true story of California’s 
dramatic history, and embraces both 
drama and real treasure 

This richly-laden hulk is that of the old 
side-wheeler Brother Jonathan, which 
sailed out through San Francisco’s 
Golden Gate on the afternoon of July 28. 
1865. The steamer was en route to Port- 
land and Victoria, with a passenger list 
of one hundred and nine persons. and a 
crew complement of fifty-four. 

The old wooden tub had been in coast- 
wise service for nearly thirteen years. 
having been brought around the “Horn” 
from the East in 1852. by C. K. Garrison, 
to operate on the San Juan-San Francisco 
route along with the steamers Cortez and 
Lewis. These steamers were run in com- 
petition with the Pacific Mail service in 


the Isthmus trade. The Brother Jona- 
than, at the time of her loss was the prop- 
erty of the California Steam Navigation 
Company. 


Two days out of San Francisco—July 
30, to be exact—the leaky old side. 
wheeler, before getting clear of the Cali- 
fornia coast, encountered a terrific sea, 
with its accompanying heavy gale from 
the northwest. The sea was running 
mountains high, the steamer making no 
headway whatever, when her master, 
Captain S. J. Wolfe, decided to turn back 
to a port and run for Crescent City — 
California's most northern port—and 
wait there until the storm had subsided. 


The events that followed were set down 
most graphically by the reports of the 
few survivors. Suddenly the steaner 
crashed against an unseen pinnacle of 
the treacherous Seal Rocks, with such 
terrific force that it felled the passeng: rs 
who were standing about the decks. The 
engines were quickly stopped and ‘e- 
versed, and efforts were made to back the 
ill-fated steamer off the rocks. But the 
engines could not budge the vessel. and 
for many minutes the steamer rolled and 
wallowed, for she could not free herself 
from the perilous position on the rocky 
pinnacles. Then, with a deep shudder. 
which ran from stem to stern, her tim- 
bers parted and one part of her keel came 
up alongside; the terrific sea and wind 
slewed her about so that her bow came 
into the wind and open sea, then working 
herself off the pinnacle. Her foremast 
went down through her bottom until the 
foreyard brought up across decks. 


Captain De Wolfe ordered everybody 
to look out for themselves. but said that 
he would do his best for them under the 
conditions. Boats were immediately low- 
ered over the ill-fated craft’s sides. and 
were quickly swamped. The Brother 
Jonathan had met her doom, whatever 
might be the tragic fate of those aboard, 
and she foundered within less than an 
hour. 


On board the Brother Jonathan was 
Brigadier-General George Wright, a pas- 
senger: he was last seen tying a life-pres- 
erver about his wife’s waist as she had 
refused to enter one of the life-boats with- 
out her husband. They were lost, to- 
gether. Another prominent passenger 
was William Logan, United States Indian 
agent, who was taking north with him a 
large consignment of gold for compensa- 
tion to the Indians with whom the gov- 
ernment had made treaties. Too. another 
passenger, though not related to William 
Logan, the Indian agent, was General 
Logan and his wife. General Logan was 
the distinguished and colorful general of 
the period. who made quite a name for 
himself as a famous Indian fighter of the 
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cayuse Indian Wars. 

It was a strangely assorted fellowship 
whose names were listed on the records 
of the Brother Jonathan’s passenger list. 
One, in particular and whose loss was 
deeply felt on the entire California coast 
at the time, was James Nesbit. “‘old news- 
paper drudge” of the famed San Fran- 
cisco Bulletin. Nesbit. realizing that the 
steamer was going down and that there 
was no choice or chance of escape for 
him. calmly sat down on the deck. took 
out his pencil and paper and began to 
wrile. There the aged fingers of the Bulle- 
tin s ace reporter held the pencil for the 
last time, for he wrote his will. and the 
manuscript he carefully placed inside 
his shirt. His last “assignment” finished 
anc “handed in” to his tired old heart. 
he ‘ay back on the wet deck to die. In 
the midst of the wildest confusion such 
as (ie panic-stricken passengers were go- 
ing through, to pass from the scene of 
life so sanely. his was an act which should 
ornament the pages of California’s his- 
tory for all time; an unforgettable exam- 
ple of the dignity and power of calmness 
in the face of calamity and doom. 


\long with these notable passengers 
wa- a pitiful group of women who rep- 
resented the darker side of life, in fact 
the notorious. They were in charge of a 
Mr-. J. C. Keenan. a “business woman.” 
engaged in the “oldest profession.” A 
reporter of the paper at the time, writing 
his report of the catastrophe, poetically 
described them as “the seven soiled 
doves.” And, of the procuress, Mrs. 
Keenan. he explained that this “hard- 
faced madame” who accompanied the 
misguided girls was en route with them 
to the brothels of Portland and Seattle. 
Good women and bad. good men and 
bad. all sank into the relentless. imper- 
sonal sea together. It was one more dis- 
aster in which worth and worthlessness 
shared the same terrible fate—one more 
mystery beyond the comprehension of 


mankind. 


Many of the passengers vanished be- 
neath the sea together with the old un- 
seaworthy steamer; but many were 
washed ashore by the subsiding sea after 
the storm abated: bodies were picked up 
everywhere along the sandy beaches. 
Most of them were identified: many were 
nol 


\nd among those pulled in from the 
heavy surf was that of the “hard-faced 
madame.” whose dead and_ stiffened 
finvers were grotesquely ablaze with five 
thousand dollars worth of jewels; these. 
the brazen emblems of her “success” in 
life were stripped from her fingers and 
sen! to her relatives. Too. among the 
bodies, floating in the surf or washed up 
on the shore, were those of Brigadier- 
General George Wright. William Logan. 


and the brave old newspaper veteran, 
James Nesbit—with his watersoaked 
will still safe against his now quiet old 
heart. 


Only sixteen survivors managed to es- 
cape from the sunken steamer and made 
the safety of the shore. Nothing was left 
of the vessel itself but the steering-wheel. 
and this was later washed ashore at 
Crescent City, where, for many years it 
hung in Scovill’s saloon on the wall over 
the huge bar. 

The seafaring folk about Crescent City 
hold to a traditional estimate of the treas- 
ure-cargo of the Brother Jonathan, to be 
in the neighborhood of a half million or 
more dollars; however, more conserva- 
tive and substantiated figures, based 
upon the actual shipping reports and 
those of the insurance underwriters such 
as the California Insurance, California 
Lloyd’s, Mercantile, Mutual, Bigelow 
Brothers & Faulkner, Taylor & Company. 
furnished evidence that the actual 
amount of gold and silver carried down 
with the Brother Jonathan was $335,000. 

In recent years several unsuccessful 
attempts have been made to bring this 
small fortune in gold and silver treasure 
to the surface, from out of the hulk’s re- 
mains, but in each of these ventures the 
would-be salvors with their crude and 
ordinary equipment and gear failed to ac- 
complish any success. This has been due 
to their lack of the exact location of the 
resting-place of the wreck, the great 
depth—45 fathoms—270 feet of water. 
and their unscientific methods. Too. the 
exact resting-place of this rotting side- 
wheeler, with its unsalvaged and undis- 
turbed gold and silver cache, has re- 
mained pretty much of a secret to all 
with the exception of one man; and he 
was the son of one of the eye-witnesses 
of that dreadful disaster of eighty-nine 
years ago. The location of the Brother 
Jonathan has been turned over to the 
author by the descendants of this eve- 
witness. 


It is nearly a mile and-a-half from the 
pinnacle of the Seal Rocks group of coas- 
tal hazards which the ill-fated steamer 
struck. However. today her rotting tim- 
bers are, for the most part. strewn about 
on the sea’s floor. and the treasure rests 
at a distance from the remains of the 
shattered hulk—on a sort of mesa or 
plateau near where the steamer first went 


down. 


\ golden treasure is still waiting for 
the modern salvor and treasure-hunter. 
with the ultra-modern devices and equip- 
ment capable of raising it to the light of 
day again, from out of the watery tomb 
of California’s offshore waters where the 
Brother Jonathan went down in one of 
the West Coast’s most terrible catas- 
trophes. ** 
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By RICHARD CROSBY 





It appears that diver Richard S. Ferg of the 
Bronx, New York, now holds the time record for 
being underwater during one continuous dive. On 
March 8, 1955, he completed a dive lasting 24 
hours, 22 minutes, breaking Ed Fisher's previously 
held record of 24 hours, 3 minutes. 

Using Aqua-Lungs and Divair single-tank units 
which were changed hourly, the 21-year-old Ferg 
about doubled the time his diving partner lasted. 
Cold water seeped into the tight dry-type suit 
worn by the other diver, Mike O'Daly, forcing his 
early surfacing after spending 12 and one-half 
hours underwater. 

The dive was made in a big glass tank set up 
on the floor of the New York Sports and Vacation 
Show. With an audience crowding around most 
of the time, the divers were in 45-degree water 
despite room temperature air outside the tank. It 
measured 14 feet across and was 5 feet deep. 
Only long after diver O'Daly came out was a 
plumber able to warm up the water by connect- 
ing up a device known as a steam jenny. Towards 
the end of Ferg’s dive the water reached as high 
as 96 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Various liquids were fed to both divers through 
the use of a soft plastic squeeze bottle as used in 
infant feeding. This clever idea permitted a 
squeezing out of its contents without air or water 
displacement. The breathing mouthpiece had to 
momentarily be taken out underwater and nipple 
taken. Ferg asked for thick, undiluted chocolate 
syrup, while O'Daly drank tea. 

Despite the grim determination of diver O'Daly 
to stick it out, an oversight on the part of the 
workmen who erected the tank permitted a sharp 
piece of wire to puncture O'Daly’s left glove as he 
grasped the metal ladder leading into the water. 
Only hours after playing underwater chess with 
weighted chessmen against Ferg and a pretty 
blonde water-ski champion, who donned an 
Aqua-Lung and went into the tank unofficially to 
cheer the boys up, did O'Daly later notice that his 
arm was full of water. It was then only a question 
of time until the cold water sapped his body 
warmth forcing him to quit. Frantically the diver 
attendants outside sought to warm the water 
somehow, while O'Daly tried to tepe his arm so 
water wouldn't saturate his underclothing up- 
wards. The cold water won out. 

During the very beginning of the show a tele- 
vision crew from the early morning Dave Garro- 
way show known as Today set up lights and a 
camera cround the glass tank while the an- 
nouncer interviewed the divers by written mes- 
sages. It was on the air three times.t Although 
newspaper people came also throughout the dive, 
their coverage was a mockery of the idea, as well 
as being highly inaccurate in most cases. They 
failed to grasp just exactly what was going on. 
Only the New York Times made a realistic report. 

The hours dragged on and diver Ferg hung still 
near the bottom of the tan’. His extremely slow 
rate of air consumption worried all of us outside. 
His devoted girl friend Dian showed concern and 
stood close to the glass exchanging written mes- 
sages on a white plastic slate with black crayon. 
Ferg often would become motionless, close his 
eyes, then calmly take out his mouthpiece and 
apparently stop breathing for nerve-wrackingly 
long periods of time. 

Then Richard S. Ferg stepped up the ladder 
sp'tting out his mouthpiece and breathing uncom- 
pressed atmosphere for a change. Flashbulbs 
popped and eager hands congratulated him. Dian 
cried with joy and pride. A full day of soaking 
and bubbling was over, and | hoped Ed Fisher 
would take it well. Records are set only to be 
broken, and there will be another challenger 
soon, | thought. 
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Florida 
Nkin Divers 
Association 


Outline of a Program for Improving 
Public Understanding and Support 
of Underwater Spearfishing in Flor- 
ida. 


This outline has been prepared by the 


Conservation Fund Committee of your 


state organization. trigeered by the threat 
of restrictive state legislation. Although 
the immediate purpose is defensive. the 
program itself is designed as a long-range 
positive program of improving the pub- 
lic’s understanding of our sport. and pro- 


moting it to ever-increasing acceptance 


as an outstanding hobby. It is not enough 
we have to tell about the 
if the public is to be inter- 


to do sood 
sood we do 


ested in us and to support us in our goals. 


{lert All Members to the Imme- 
diate Threat to Our Sport. 


Through our meetings. regular and 
special. and through letters. bulletins and 
phone calls. we must alert our member- 
ship to the very real threat to our sport 
through restrictive laws which will be 
offered to the next session of our State 
Legislature. This is a very real danger 
if such legislation is passed. spearfishing 
as we have known it will be outlawed or 
so restricted as to be materially affected. 


Individual clubs would do well to con- 
tact their local Legislators and express 
their opposition to any such restrictive 
legislation. 

Solicitation of Contributions for the 

Conservation Fund of the State Asso- 

ciation. 


In order to fight this threat, funds are 
needed for mailings, publicity, educa- 
tional activities and organizational meas- 
ures. Our Conservation Fund needs sup- 
port from everyone involved: Individ- 
uals, Clubs. Manufacturers. Distributors 
of equipment and Sports publications. 

We are asking each club to: 


l. Solicit their own membership for 
individual contributions. 


2. Plan and carry out some group fund 
raising activity such as a fish-fry supper, 
barbecues, supper dance. etc. 

3. Actively solicit donations from all 
distributors of underwater equipment in 
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ICH DOTT YOU, HEIN- 
DRICK?? Cameraman 
meets cameraman in 
tropical underwater for- 
est. Rollei-Marin under- 
water camera case with 
flash attachment 














your club area. This is their fight. too. 


If such legislation is passed. they will be 


unable to sell this equipment in the future. 


Donation checks should be made pay- 
able to the Conservation Fund Committee 
and mailed immediately to 906 No. Ocean 
Drive. Hollywood. Florida. 

Win a Three Day Three Night 


Sailing — Diving Trip to Bimini 
Islands. 


This trip goes to the club turning in 
the largest amount exceeding $300. Please 
send in each contribution as it is collected 
so we can send out bulletins and keep 
track of which club is leading. Any addi- 
tional members may go at a cost of $65 
per person. 


JuNeE Ist IS THE DEADLINE. All dona- 
tions to count for the trip must be in at 
this time. The Malabar V accommodates 
women as well as men. 

ED TOWNSEND 
Conservation Fund Committee 


906 North Ocean Drive 
Hollywood, Florida 
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DONATIONS TO FSDA 
CONSERVATION FUND 


(April 14), 1955) 


Dr. John Quinn 

The Skin Diver Magazine 

Fenjohn Underwater Photo & Equip- 
ment Co. 

U.S. Divers Corp. 

Gustav Dalla Valle 

Mar Mac Industries 

Sharks Adventurers Club 

EDCO (Engineering Development 
Corp.) 

Fred W. Logan 

Sarasota Sand Sharks 

Key Cudas 

U.A.S. Divemaster. Chicago 

RKO Pictures 

Florida Skin Divers Headquarters 
Inc.. Homestead 

Sea-Horse Outboard Sales and 
Service. Homestead 

Panama City Skin Divers. 
Panama City 

Miami Neptunes, Miami 

Total received to date, $975.00. 
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Public Service 
Rendered 


April 1. 


1955 


DEPARTMENT OF POLICE 
City oF NATIONAL City 
NATIONAL City. CALir. 





Ger tlemen: 





\\e are taking the liberty of writing to 
you and to publicly thank Richard F. 
Ric nour. Bob W edgewood and Danny 
Ste; hens. who are members of the La 
Joll: Skinsters for their assistance to this 
De; artment on March 5. 1955. We re- 
que ted their assistance to search the bot- 
tom of the Bay near the San Diego Row- 
ing “lub where coins. watches and other 
mis: ellaneous property had been thrown 
by ‘wo men who had been arrested for 
the crime of burglary. 


rough the cooperation and sincere 
effort put forth by the men mentioned 
above. a great deal of the stolen property 
was recovered and it was only through 
the splendid cooperation and assistance 
that this could be accomplished. 


We are enclosing a photograph of the 
three men and trust that vou will find 
space in your publication to inform the 
public and other members of such organi- 
zations of the outstanding work done by 
these three individuals. 

We greatly appreciate their coopera- 
tion and assistance in this matter and if 
at any time we can be of service to you 
or members of any of the Skin Diving 
organizations. please feel free to call 
upon us. 


Very truly yours. 


H. D. SMITH 
Chief of Police 









































THE WEAKER SEX? Ellen 
Rogers again disproves 
this ancient idea by 
landing a 12-ib. bull 
lobster at Flat Rock, 
Palos Verdes, Calif. 
Photo by J. Ward 








DEADLINE 


For all tickets purchased for the ‘‘Skin 
Divers Jamboree,"’ August 15, 1954. 
These tickets which are good for admis- 
sion to Marineland of the Pacific, must be 
used before the final date of August 1, 
1955 or be considered null and void. The 
date again, AUGUST 1, 1955. 











BOB WEDGEWOOD and 
diving companions 
Danny Stephens and 
Richard Ridenour exam- 
ine stolen articles they 
recovered for the Na- 
tional City Police De- 
partment 





England... 


UNDERWATER 
EXPLORERS CLUB 


By H. PENMAN 
The Club was the first major under- 
water sport and science body to be formed 
in Great Britain. and an international 
membership of several hundreds includes 
many of the best known undersea sports- 
men. authors. scientists. and photograph- 
ers of the world. Jean Foucher-Cre- 
teau of France. Dr. Bruno Vailati. leader 
of the Italian Underwater Expedition to 
the Red Sea. Dr. “Barney” and Mrs. Jane 
Crile of America. are among those who 
have lectured and shown their films and 
photographs to the members. 

As early as November. 1953. the Club 
aroused the interest of the Admiralty. 
and has been honoured to receive a letter 
from the Secretary of the Admiralty on 
behalf of the Lords Commissioners. con- 
firming this interest. 

The club offers to evervone. from the 
enthusiast who only wishes to dive for 
sport and recreation to the expert who 
wishes to engage in serious submarine re- 
search, the opportunity to enjoy and gain 
experience in every form of underwater 
exploration. _ 
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1955 Underwater 
Speartishing 
Championships 


The Pacific Coast Championships have 
been arranged for July 17, 1955. All 
Regional Association finals are scheduled 
for July 3, 1955, in order to allow time 
for distant teams in the other Associa- 
tions on the Pacific Coast and Atlantic 
Coasts to obtain sponsors to travel to their 
respective Championships. 

According to the plan scheduled in the 
January issue of the Skin Diver magazine, 
each of the Associations on the Pacific 
and Atlantic Coasts are eligible to send 
one out of every four competing teams 
or less in their Associations to the Pacific 
and Atlantic Coast Underwater Spear- 
fishing Championships on July 17th at 
Laguna Beach and in the New York area. 

The winners of the South West Pacific 
Border Association Championships do not 
have to attend the Pacific Coast Under- 
water Spearfishing Championships in 
order to compete at the Nationals. 

The Southern Pacific Association, 
A.A.U., that includes the Los Angeles 
area, is the only one of the 47 Associations 
that has so many clubs that it is necessary 
to hold eliminations before the July 3rd 
finals. The Southern Pacific Association 
finals are also scheduled for July 3rd in 
the Palos Verdes area near Los Angeles. 

We should like to have notice of who 
your regional contestants will be at the 
Championships as soon as possible. Please 
send the results to Ralph N. Davis, 736 
Micheltorena Street, Los Angeles 26, 
California, as well as copies to the various 
magazines for publicity for your Asso- 
ciation Championships. 

Underwater Spearfishing and skin div- 
ing competitions help point the way for 
suggested changes in rules. Such changes. 
after sufficient study in various under- 
water spearfishing competitions, should 
be submitted to the National A.A.U. 
Underwater Spearfishing Director who 
has not yet been appointed. Suggested 
changes are then studied and subse- 
quently submitted at the National Con- 
vention held in the fall of each year. 

Rules for Underwater Spearfishing 
Championships Competition leading to 
the Nationals are rigidly maintained in 
order to give Underwater Spearfishing 
the soundness and prestige it deserves as 
a National sport. 

(Please check your 1953 Skin Diver 
magazines for the standard rules used at 
all Land Based Underwater Spearfishing 
Championships. ) 

Trophies and/or medals are given for 
the first three teams at Association Cham- 


14—MAY—SKIN DIVER 


Pacific Coast Junior 
Underwater Spearfishing 
Championships 
Sunday, June 26, 1955 

Sponsored by the Boy’s Club of La- 
guna Beach and the Laguna Beach Cham- 
ber of Commerce in cooperation with the 
International Underwater Spearfishing 
Association, under sanction of the A.A.U. 

Registration: Laguna Beach Boy’s 
Club, 175 N. Coast Highway, Laguna 
Beach, California. 

All organized clubs and sponsored 
teams on the Pacific Coast are cordially 
invited to send their Junior competitors. 
age 12 to 15 years inclusive, to the Third 
Annual Pacific Coast Junior Underwater 
Spearfishing Championships. 

Signed: Dolphins, Nisei Kelptanglers. 
Aqua Guards, William Anderson, Direc- 
tor of Boy’s Club, Laguna Beach; Ross 
Frisbie, President, Laguna Beach Junior 
Chamber of Commerce; Patrick O’Mal- 
ley, Director Underwater Spearfishing. 
S.P.A.A.U.: Ralph Davis, General Chair- 
man, National Championships Commit- 
tee of the IUSA. 

The Aqua Guards have been appointed 
Official Safety Committee for all 
S.P.A.A.U. sanctioned underwater cham- 
pionships by member skin diving 
clubs. ** 


pionships. A plaque or trophy is given for 
the Individual Aggregate and for the 
Largest Single Catch, which may be a 
shark, skate, ray or fish. We believe that 
a large shark or ray adds greatly to the 
spectator value of a meet. At every U.S. 
Championships except one, the largest 
single catch has always been a shark 
or ray. 

The rumor that there is a move being 
made to change the rules to those used in 
International meets is true to this extent. 
After two or three years of observation 
and practice of new rules at local com- 
petitions of various foreign champion- 
ships, the soundness or weakness of 
changes are brought to light. We believe 
that a sound step has been taken at the 
European Championships by going back 
to the basic rules used in the United 
States since 1950: (three man teams and 
total weight instead of points.) You will 
notice that our original five club com- 
mittee in 1950 added: “Except in team 
competition” to the 3rd_ International 
Rule. It is now my opinion and the opin- 
ion of those who know the competitive 
sport of Underwater Spearfishing best. 
that we made an error by allowing assist- 
ance in team competition. However, we 
approach any suggested changes with 
great caution after the European coun- 
tries were forced by their enlarged area 
to return to the rules that were first out- 


lined in 1950. R. N. Davis Gen Chmn. * 


NEW YORKERS NOTE 

The New York State hook and line 
striper bill was defeated in this session 
of the State Legislature, but is sure to 
come up again and again in the future. 
The question of this bill is whether a spear 
such as we use, would be classified as 
a hook, since it has a barb, and is at- 
tached to a line. Unless we are successt{ul 
in having this bill changed, to permit 
spearfishing, we'll probably have to ini- 
tiate a test case to determine officially 
just what our status is. Another bill has 
been introduced in the Legislature, aimed 
at the fellows who are jack-lighting fish 
at night. They use a powerful light, and 
spear fish from a boat. Obviously they 
are not “spearfishermen” as we use tiie 
term, but the proposed bill would make 
it “illegal to spear fish’, etc., and it looks 
like we are unwittingly caught in tle 
middle. The bill is not aimed at us. as 
a matter of fact the sponsor of the bill 
probably does not even know of “Spear- 
fishermen” (underwater), but as I undcr- 
stand it, we will come under its jurisdic- 
tion since we do use spears. Naturally. 
we are fighting this bill in every way we 
know. > 


— Norman H. Schiff, L. I. Dolphins 





ATTENTION SKIN DIVERS IN CENTRAL 
CALIFORNIA AREA: 

The Steinhart Aquarium is holding an- 
other open house for skin divers and their 
friends. 

On May 11, 1955 at 8:00 P.M. to 10:00 
P.M., at the Steinhart Aquarium located 
in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, the 
San Francisco Diving Club, with the aid of 
Dr. Earl Herald, Curator of Steinhart Aqua- 
rium, will present a lecture on diving 
physics by Dr. Ralph W. Braver. Dr. Braver 
will speak on such subjects as bends, 
oxygen poisoning, air embolism, etc. These 
subjects are of interest to all divers. We 
are planning to have movies too, so plan 
to come. 

For further information contact: 

Dick Shankel, President 
San Francisco Diving Club 
209 Steiner Street 

San Francisco, Calif. 











RULES OF COURTESY 
as 

Adopted by the “Neptune Club, Miami” 

1. DO NOT SPEAR FISH WITHIN 
500 feet of an anchored boat. 

2. DO NOT clean or display your catch 
at or on the docks. 

3. DO return all rented or loaned equip- 
ment in at least as good condition as 
you received it. 

4. DO absolutely comply with the Mon- 
roe County law which prohibits spear- 

fishing within one mile of the overseas 

highway. 

These simple rules of courtesy will he 
observed by all members of the Neptune 
Club and it is hoped by non-members «s 
well, >= 
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Toyko Divers 
Seek Information 


“The Skin Diver” 
Box 128 

Lynwood, California 
Dear Sir: 


We are students who operate, here in 
Japan. an association, and who are great- 
ly concerned about Skin Diving. 


lor the present. in Japan. no one ever 
plays it. as a sport. We are, accordingly, 
ha\ ing every intention to take it up from 
your country. though we know nothing 
about it. 


| herefore, we would appreciate it very 
much if you would give us various infor- 
mation such as: 

\ll available instructions. where and 
who can we order equipment from. prices, 
organizational procedures and all other 
periinent information available to you on 
this sport of skin diving. 


Thanking you in advance. we remain. 


Yours truly. 

HIROYUKI HOSHI. Committee. 
c/o Wakabayashi 

+1534. 1-chome. Itabashi- 
machi. Itabashi-ku. Tokyo 


GIANT BLACK BASS—610 Ibs. speared by by Victor 
Wellisch at Cabio Frio, Brazil. 





Book Review... 





UNDERWATER 


By BILL BARADA 


After several years of casting his bait 
into the waters, and reeling in only a wet 
hook. Bill Barada came to the conclusion 
one day that fishing with a rod and reel 
was not for him. 


Recognized as one of the world’s fore- 
most experts in this sport, Barada has 
combined his experience and know-how 
into an easy reading, excitingly illus- 
trated book called “Underwater.” Writ- 
ten for the expert and beginner alike. 
“Underwater” takes the reader from the 
earliest days of skin diving. through its 
evolution into modern day practices. 
Dotted throughout are “how - to - do - it” 
articles, including information on making 
a rubber suit for cold weather diving. 
constructing a simple hand spear, and 
how to make an effective rubber gun. 


An interesting chapter is devoted to 
adventures by some of the country’s top 
divers. including one by Earl Warren Jr. 
Earl's most exciting adventure has to do 
with the first time he went underwater 
alone. and is one of personal triumph over 
the fear of the unknown. Earl has been 
one of the foremost exposers of “old 
maid” superstitions regarding so-called 
“monsters of the deep.” and has cleared 
up many an outdated idea concerning this 
fascinating world beneath the sea. 


Barada presents much needed informa- 
tion in this book regarding basic equip- 
ment. including the advantages and dis- 
advantages of the various types of under- 
water guns. Here. the reader is given data 
by an expert on the uses and capabilities 
of underwater gear. This important sub- 
ject is treated in a simple. straightfor- 
ward manner. telling the reader exactly 
how to use the equipment he selects. from 
flippers and goggles, to spears and rub- 
ber guns. 


Many people have the impression that 
all of the diving done in this country is 
carried on in ocean waters. with the prime 
idea being the spearing of fish. However. 
fresh water lakes play a huge part in this 
country’s skin diving picture, and Barada 
brings out the fact that just the thrill of 
gliding effortlessly along a lake bottom, 
viewing the beauties of underwater life. 
is, in itself, a pleasure that will not long 
be forgotten. Many divers spend their 
time in the profitable business of salvag- 
ing fishing gear which is lost by the car- 
load each year in our lakes and rivers. 





PROMINENT California organizer and ‘‘Underwater"’ 
author, Bill Barada 


Underwater photography is another fas- 
cinating hobby for divers the world over. 
and one of the country’s top photograph- 
ers tells how to get the best in underwater 
pictures. 

Other data devoted to underwater hunt- 
ing. safety. use of breathing apparatus, 
and a state by state roundup on skin 
diving activities. will give the reader a 
practical and comprehensive outlook on 
this new world found beneath the sur- 
face weight is no 


where more and 


beauty unlimited. >= 








ee ss 
Western Jet Manta Mark II spear- 
guns now in production with in- 
creased power and penetration using 
standard CO. soda siphon cartridge. 
Photograph shows results of under- 
water tests at 15 foot range with 
the 14 Ib. steel shaft of the Jet 
Manta II. 34 inch thick pine target 
panel split apart as tempered head 
smashed completely through target 
board. The easy loading Jet Manta 
CO» guns provide tremendous power 
and penetration with no loading ef- 
fort, the guns can be loaded with 
simple finger action at any time in 
or under water. Specifications: Cor- 
rosion resistant anodized aluminum 
and steel construction; % Ib. % 
inch steel shaft eliminates bending, 
tempered self-detaching barb head 
carries 150 Ib. test nylon line; auto- 
matic line release reel and other fea- 
tures provide unequalled handling 
and operating ease. Produced by 
Western Tool and Sales Company, 
Westminster, California. 
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Octopi Bites 


By JOHN A. McGOW AN 


Scripps Insitution of Oceanography 
La Jolla, California 

In reference to the recent letter in 
“Skin Diver” concerning a lethal Oc- 
topus bite | would like to draw to the 
attention of all your readers two recent 
scientific publications on Octopus bites 
and human beings. 

In 1949 Dr. Bruce Halstead of the 
School of Tropical Medicine at Loma 
Linda, Cal. reported on two case his- 
tories of such bites. The clinical symp- 
toms were: “tingling sensation. abnorm- 
ally profuse bleeding, and possible dizi- 
ness. He also says that “the degree to 
which the saliva varies in potency 
among the various species and sizes of 
cephaloids is not known.” 

In 1954 Dr.’s S. Stillman Berry and 
Bruce Halstead gave a report 
on this subject in which four case his- 
tories were discussed. Again the symp- 
toms were similar. However, the last 
paragraph of the article which I quote 
in full should be of particular interest 
to skin divers: 


second 


“Here the extremely small size of the 
octopus involved (apparently a juvenile 
which would be quite a bit larger at 
maturity) is particularly remarkable in 
view of the extensive clinical phenomena 
described, and seems to be quite with- 
out parallel. One may assume that a bite 
by an animal which had attained its full 
proportions might be productive of no 
small inconvenience to the person bitten. 
Indeed, should such a species as the gi- 
gantic octopods of the west American 
and Japanese coasts prove to possess 
venomous properties at all proportion- 
ate to their formidable size. the danger 
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in the English Channel... 


(uernsey Islan 


By W. HILL 


Guernsey is one of the larger Channel 
Islands, which are part of the British 
Isles, and are situated twenty miles off 
the west side of the Cherbourg peninsula, 
France. The island is only about six miles 
wide and four miles from north to south, 
but it is bounded by a great variety of 
coastline and underwater scenery. 





To the south are granite cliffs with 
small coves and some very rugged reefs. 
The water here is very deep, too deep for 
any but the most experienced divers. To 
the west and north the coast is flat and 
long reefs stretch for up to a mile out to 
sea, while on the east coast calmer waters 
and less rugged scenery are found. 


The fish are neither large nor plentiful, 
but provide very good sport. The most 
common are the rockfish or Wrasse. 
These have been known to reach a weight 
of twelve pounds, but the largest as yet 
caught by harpoon weighed seven and a 


to a diver from entanglement with one 
of them may be of a different character 
and potentially much more serious than 
even the imaginative writers of popular 
sea yarns have conceived. Certainly until 
more precise information becomes avail- 
able the possible consequences of such 
a bite should not be regarded lightly. It 
may be a fortunate circumstance that 
the larger animals encountered appear 
so rarely prone to bite or perhaps 
that people are by the nature of things 
less inclined to fondle and provoke 
them.” ** 


**Really determined to 
set a new depth record, 
ain't he!"’ 


half pounds. The most worth while of the 
native fish is the conger eel. The largest 
so far caught by harpoon weighed fifteen 
pounds, but they can reach up to a hun- 
dred pounds. Skate are frequently seen 
and the island abounds in mullet and bass 
which are very difficult to spear. Lobster 
are quite common and one specialty of 
the island is the ormer. This shellfish is, 
I believe, much like the American ab.- 
lone. but only reaches a width of five or 
six inches. Its value as a delicacy can |e 
estimated by the fact that they can he 
sold for up to $1 per dozen. 

Spearfishing really got going here in 
1953. although at least two spearfishe»- 
men were operating before then. By tle 
end of 1954 it is estimated that there were 
about fifty operating. There is no clu). 
although attempts have been made to 
form one, however there can be disti 
guished five main groups with numero: 
“lone wolves.” 

We started off in 1953 with han 
spears, usually made of alloy. The on 
person to catch any worthwhile amouw 
of fish in that summer was Nigil Froom:. 
who is still by far Guernsey’s best spear- 
fisherman. his total catch coming to twice 
that of his closest rival in 1954. 


, 


<4; 


_ 


During the winter of 1953-54 we all 


busily made harpoon guns powered 
either by rubber strands or air-rifle 


springs. Naturally our hunting techi- 
niques improved with experience and 
some quite nice catches were made. Nigil 
Froome had a total of 392-lbs. of fish. 
his biggest being a 12-lb. conger. and his 
highest total for one day being 30-lbs. | 
was lucky enough to get 190-lbs. During 
the year, only one other, Ralph O’Toole 
having over 100-lbs.. however half a 
dozen of my companions got from 50- to 
100-Ibs.. mostly caught at the end of the 
summer. Swarms of beginners. locally 
called ‘tadpoles,’ turned up with the occa- 
sional fish. 

At least one aqua-lung is owned by 
Mr. McCathy. while four of us built re- 
breathers. Two of these belonging to Nigil 
Froome and Johnny Tongs worked and 
were often used, though not for hunting. 
David Kreckeler’s needs minor altera- 
tions while mine, being of a unique de- 
sign is still in the experimental stage. The 
use of underwater cameras (home made } 
is also still only experimental although 
one or two prints have been obtained. 

The year 1954 was exceptionally bac 
with regard to the weather and man 
hunting hours were lost due to cold o 
murkiness. The water here rarely reaches 
60°F. even in the summer and usuall\ 
three-quarters of an hour is too long to 
stay in. Catches should improve ver 
much in 1955 as four of us are buying 
rubber suits and everyone is improving 
his gun and trying to convince himsel! 
that the weather in 1955 could not pos- 
sibly be wore than it was in 1954, > 
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Divers’ Bulletin Board 


RATES: Personal — $1.00 minimum or 4c per 
word. Commercial—10c per word. Payment musr 
accom2any copy before deadline date, 10th of 
mont! 
































SAN DIEGO SKIN DIVERS—Anyone interested in 
joining or forming a skin diving club, contact 
SAN DIEGO DIVERS SUPPLY—Phone AC 2-7021 
1 to 8 P.M. 





PLYW OD PADDLEBOARD—15 Ft., one man rub- 
ber roft, new—make offer. Phone: Long Beach 
393173. 


ONE “ESCO shallow water back entry diving suit. 
Used only a few times. Like new. Sacrifice at 
$30.09. Robert Daly, 2502 Pierce St., Flint 3, 
Michi..an. 


CORN<LIUS COMPRESSORS. Send your compres- 
sor to me for modification. After conversion you 
can operate your compressor with electric motor 
or gc. engine. Only $14.95 for complete modi- 
ficatic’. If you haven't got a compressor get one 
from oe. Filter bottles, filler connectors, com- 
presso. mounting bases, motors and high pressure 
hose, etc. If it involves air, we've got it! For 
information: W. J. Stemen, 1108 Chickashaw 
Drive, Silversprings, Maryland. No phone calls, 
pleas« 


KEY WEST—Picturesque reefs for skin diving and 
underwater photography. Complete rental equip- 
ment. ED CIESINSKI, the nation’s first skin diving 
guide, with 22 years diving experience. Fast 
25 ft. Cruiser—$50.00 per day—504 Simonton 
St. Phone CY 6-3263, Key West, Florida. 


DO YOU HAVE AN AIR PROBLEM? Make up your 
own high pressure air unit for filling diving cyi- 
inders to 2200 Ib. P.S.I. or over. Ingersoll-Rand 
3-stage compressors complete with automatic 
control and auxiliaries. Compressors (less drive) 
in excellent condition, ready to use, $295.00 
F.0.B. Pryor, Oklahoma. Complete instructions 
and filter plans furnished with compressor. 
Thomas J. Doolin, P.O. Box 181, Key West, Fla. 


INVALUABLE diving information from my 23 
years underwater, booklet $1.00. Diver Delps, 
Box 68, Granite City, Illinois. 


SAN DIEGO AREA—Aquo-Lungs, rubber suits and 
spearguns on CREDIT. Nothing down and up to 
18 months to pay. Genuine EDCO suit-yourself 
kits. San Diego County's specialized diving shop. 
San Diego Divers Supply, 4042 Midway Drive, San 
Diego, Calif. (across from the Midway Drive-in 
Theatre). Phone AC 2-7021. 


NEW USN Desco full-face mask and Brown back- 
entry dress. Complete with entry clamp and 
breathing bag assembly. Never used, $50. Also 
have USN standard deep-water dress, size No 2, 
cuffs attached, unused, $10. G. N. Beaton, 7351 
W. 92nd St., Los Angeles 45, Calif. OR 1-4315. 


FOR SALE or trade—Standard Arbalete spear 
gun, brand new, complete, never used. Robert 
Ditchey, 617 E. Broad St., Tamaqua, Pa. 


BACK ISSUES—all issues of the SKIN DIVER for 
the year 1954 and 1955 to-date, $35c¢ each. 
Write BACK ISSUES, Box 128, Lynwood, Calif. 
Send money with order—No C.O.D. 


TAKE YOUR WIFE TO CATALINA on a 46 foot 
yacht, leave Friday night, home Sunday night. 
Skin dive, sail, powercruise, swim, charcoal bar- 
becue, Saturday night at Avalon. Five couples 
share expenses, cheaper than hotel. Many week- 
ends till open, reserve yours now or write for 
more information. Johnny Logan, 342 Sunset 
Ave., Venice, Calif. 





WANTED—Diving films and slides for club use. 
8 or 16 mm. Black and White or Color, any 
length. 35 mm. 2x2 slides or transparencies, 
colored. Buy outright or rent. Send selling price 
and/or rental for about ten days. Cash deposit 
on rentals, careful handling absolutely guar- 
anteed. H. W. Robinson, 12811 Sacramento Ave., 
Blue Island, Illinois. 


BEFORE YOU BUY THAT LUNG—Next month you 
can get the famous German Barakuda Regulator 
for the unbeatable price of $49.50. Complete 
with 70 cu. ft. tank and harness, $89.50. Look 
for full-page ad in the June issue. 


CRESS| MIGNON Speargun $14.75. The famous 
ltalian “Super Tum CO Gun."’ The gun which 
exploits the jet principles, $49.50. Send money 
orders or payments to ‘‘Spearguns,’’ P. O. Box 
1926, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. No C.O.D. 


CORK HANDLED FLOATING FISHING KNIFE AND 
SCALER—High carbon, drop forged, tempered 
Stainless Steel. Knife 734”; blade 31/2” long. 
Embossed leather sheath. Imported from Solingen. 
Postpaid, $2.50. WECO IMPORTING CO., 21 
Portland St., Boston 14, Mass. 


BAHAMA CRUISE—Sail, spearfish, hunt treasure 
for 10 days in the beautiful Bahamas on 60 ft. 
schooner. All expenses—only $100.00 or $50.00 
for 4 days. Rates to Clubs. Mike Burke, 6960 
Indian Creek Dr., Miami Beach, Flordia. 


BARRACUDA—CO cartridge gun. Accurate, 
powerful, never used except to test-—$23.00. M. 
Bachinsky, 1921 N.W. 79 St., Miami, Florida. 


NOW OPEN, Whale Harbor Sport Diving and Air 
Station. On the pier at Al Luckey’s famous Whaie 
Harbor Spa. Excellent accommodations—summer 
rates. Located 73 miles south of Miami on Over- 
seas Highway to Key West, just across the bridge 
from The Theatre of the Sea on Upper Matecumbe 
Key. Offering the finest in Atlantic reef diving 
ond fishing, only minutes by boat from Alligator 
Reef Light. Cruiser equipped for diving, with sub- 
plane for underwater exploration, fish hunting, 
and photography. Perfect for party charter wiih 
experienced diver operator and instructor at very 
reasonable rates. Boats and motors for rent. 
Diving equipment, guns, Aqua-Lungs, air cyl- 
inders and cameras for rent or sale. Water com- 
pressed air refills at any time. Come on down— 
or call Captain Hugh Brown for information and 
reservations at Matecumbe 9047. 


SLIGHTLY USED—2 tank Aqua-Lung, complete 
with regulator and reserve—$175.00. Call 
DeWayne Wilson at AT 1-6503 or AT 4-0529. 


SPEARFISHING, SKIN DIVING IN THE CARIB- 
BEAN—Be on the first underwater safari to the 
brilliantly, clear water of Nassau and the Ba- 
hamas. You may have seen them in Cinemascope 
ond Technicolor, but they are only a pale re- 
flection of the original beauty of these waters, 
moving in rhythm, reflecting mystery. Now, you 
have the opportunity to visit these locales . . . to 
see natural color through your own eyes . . . to 
marvel at the underwater wonder of nature. . . 
to spear the multitudes of the Caribbean. 
Imagine the unlimited possibilities of vacation- 
ing in the Caribbean and taking pictures of the 
panoramic vistas of Nassau and the Bahamas 
and hunting the various inhabitants of the sur- 
rounding virgin waters. Bring your own equip- 
ment, or, better still all the modern necessities 
for skin diving and spearfishing are available. 
And, while you're there, you are offered the op- 
portunity to shoot a few other fishes with a 
camera, instead. All the latest equipment for 
still action photography will also be made avail- 
able. Send for our free brochure describing the 
joys and entertainment that are yours for eleven 
glorious days starting June 18, 1955. Bookings 
cre limited so write today to: Hank Shure; Safari 
Outfitters Representative; Fugazy Travel Bureau, 
351 Avenue of Americas, New York 14, N. Y. or, 
better still, call Algonquin 5-1800, today. 


SKIN DIVING IN THE FLORIDA KEYS! At its best 
at Pelican Cove, Islamorada, next to Theater of 
the Sea, 72 miles south of Miami. Nearest to 
Miami with complete facilities. Tom Brown has 
air station and all rental gear, gives instructions, 
guides excursions in own cruiser to the coral reefs. 
Pelican Cove has beautiful accommodations; 
special rates for skin divers. Write, or telephone 
Matecumbe 2811. 


MODEL 32-R—1501 Cornelius compressor. New 
from factory March 1955, 110-v motor, used four 
hours, $300.00. Further details, Aqua- Sport Shop, 
171 Slater St., Paterson, N. J. Will pay shipping 
charges within U.S. 


NEW & USED EQUIPMENT—Cressi Spring Guns, 
used, Cernia with extra shaft $20. Torpedine, 
2 shafts, no heads, $25; Saetta $15. New Bar- 
racuda CO2 cartridge gun model 101, never in 
water, $45.—Two Bel-Aqua full rubber suits, 
used, factory reconditioned, $25 & $30.—1 pair 
Voit medium fins, near new, $4. See or call 
Ronald Vanfleet, 7615 Happy Street, Box 152, 
Hollydale, California. Phone Metcalf 3-1272. 


NOW AVAILABLE for immediate delivery Haw- 
thorne Skin Diver water proof watch, tested at 
150 to 200 foot depths. 17 jewel non-magnetic. 
Shockproof. Beautiful sunburst radium dial and 
hands. $49.50—Stainless steel expansion band 
included. See your local dealer, jobber or write 
to: HAWTHORNE WATCH CO. Dept. S, 602 Mis- 
sion St., San Francisco 5, California — Phone 
YUkon 2-0640. To save C.O.D. charges, include 
Postal Money Order with order. 


HIGH SURF? Lost Mask? Heavy Belt? U.D.T. men 
wear mask lanyards and safety buckles, why not 
you? Lanyard complete with strap for mask and 
snorkle. 75c. Safedive buckle, stainless steel, one 
hand operation, No. 1 buckle fits 1” web belts 
and lung harness, No. 2 buckle fits 2” weight 
belts. $1.35 ea. Mar-Mac Industries. Dept. S-1. 
1453 Revere Ave., Hayward, Calif. 


*““MEDITERANEAN HUNTER," by Bernard Gorsky, 
a complete guide to underwater hunting and ex- 
ploration. A European best-seller, with superb 
photographs. Price $2.25, postpaid. Remit to: 
Peter F. Hobson, 79 Southbrook Rd., Exeter, Eng- 
land. 


CUSTOM MADE GLASSES that will fit your favorite 
mask, ground to your prescription by a profes- 
sional optician. $9.95 to $19.95. The Florida 
Frogman, 9302 S. Dixie Hwy. (U.S. 1), So. Miami- 
Kendall, Fla. 


“DIVING HEADQUARTERS in Tropical America.” 
The Florida Frogman. ‘“‘My Reputation Is Your 
Guarantee."’ South Miami-Kendall, Florida. Phone 
MO. 1-1467. 


MANUFACTURERS’ Representative calling on skin 
diving dealers and jobbers in California desires 
additional skin diving equipment lines. Reply to 
Box 128-W, Lynwood, California. 


NEW TYPE line release installed in your arbalete 
or arbalete type gun. 1 day service. Send gun 
handle and $2.00 to: Trigger-Trip, 5914 E. 2nd 
St., Long Beach 3, California. 


PRIVATE PARTY—8 man raft, 2 paddles, good 
condition. Priced over $70.00 in stores, will sell 
for $50.00. Call WE 5-0534 (Los Angeles). 

CALIFORNIA DIVER interested in advancement of 
science desires abalone shells from other parts of 
the world. Will reimburse for postage. Corre- 
spondents welcomed. D. L. Burford, 4241 Jack- 
son Avenue, Culver City, California, U.S.A. 


SEA SPORT—rubber suits—$39.50, sea-green 
color, salt water and sun resistant. Dry type, 
hood and boots, front entry or 2 piece. Sea Sport, 
5914 E. 2nd Street, Long Beach 3, California. 
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Sixth Year Serving SKIN DIVERS 
42’ DIESEL CRUISER 


MARAY 


FOR CHARTER 
UP TO 20 PASSENGERS 
Aqua Lungs Filled and Rented 


FREE SHOWING! 
To Chartering Groups 
16mm sound - color movie 
“SKIN DIVING AT CATALINA” 
® 
FOR INFORMATION PHONE: 


Mart Toggweiler 


L.B. 909070 or 89695 








HUTH SKIN DIVER CO. 


The Valley's Most Complete 
Skin Diver Store 
NOW GET THIS! 
UNDERWATER CAMERA CASES 
NO DOWN PAYMENT * ONE YEAR TO PAY 
At Our Store Only 

@ CHARTER TRIPS 
Make Reservations Now! 

@ ALL NEW 1955 DIVING EQUIPMENT 
In Stock Now—Come in Soon! 
OPEN 10:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 

MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 


HUTH SKIN DIVER CO. 


1707 W. Magnolia 
BURBANK, CALIF. THornwall 8-6113 








*“Where More Skin Divers 
Gather Than Anywhere Else 
In Chicagoland” 


CHICAGO OXYGEN 
1641 W. IRVING PARK RD. 
CHICAGO 13, ILLINOIS 
WEllington 5-1760 
Use Our Lay-A-Way Plan 
We sell diving units, cold water suits, 


masks, fins, spearguns, etc. If we don’t 
have what you want, we'll get it for you. 


Mail Orders Welcome 


Water Pumped Air Available 
Home of the “Chicago Sub-Mariners” 











SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR 


SKIN DIVER CLUBS 
CHARTER THE 

oe "x ‘a’ ee 
BUENO 

42’ Jeffries—Especially Equipped De Luxe 
Cruiser—Twin Screw 53 Cad. V8 Engines 

10 Persons or more—$7.50 each 
Or $125 per Day—Limit 24 Persons 
(Regular charter) 

Discount to SKIN DIVER CLUBS 
Available Every Day—Catalina in 1 Hour 
Leaves from Wilmington 
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW! 
Phone: THornwall 8-6113 


HUTH SKIN DIVER CO. 


1707 W. Magnolia BURBANK, CALIF. 


Buenc reservations may also be made at 
Woater-Gill Products, 2547 Lincoln Bivd 
Venice, Calif 
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California Council of 
Diving Clubs 


By BILL BARADA 


Your Council is happy to report that 
our bills on abalone and lobsters were 
voted out of the Assembly Fish and Game 
Commission with a “do pass” recom- 
mendation. Our bill on lung air was post- 
poned for one week and it is doubtful if 
results of the new hearing will be avail- 
able in time for this issue. 

The abalone bill sets a new precedent 
for cooperation between commercial div- 
ers and the processors and skin divers. 
It has become an all too familiar pattern 
in California and in other states to find 
sportsmen and commercial fishermen in 
all out opposition to each other. In the 
past, this has also been true of skin divers 
and commercial abalone divers. This year 
was entirely different and if the pattern 
established at the Legislature this time 
can be continued, a new era of coopera- 
tion between the two groups will be real- 
ized. 

Last year, the California Department 
of Fish and Game held hearings along the 
coast to determine legislation necessary to 
insure conservation of our abalone. After 
the hearings, bills were drawn up which 
both skin divers and commercial divers 
agreed to support. These bills were intro- 
duced by the Council of Diving Clubs and 
supported by the California Wildlife Fed- 
eration. 

In spite of the agreed cooperation 
between all parties, a renegade commer- 
cial diver in San Diego went all out in 
opposition to the bills. For a little while. 
sportsmen thought this was a move by the 
organized commercial divers going back 
on their word but when the bills came up 
for hearing in committee, the commercial 
men were there supporting the bill right 
along with the sportsmen. A letter from 
the renegade from San Diego opposing 
the bill was laughed off the floor. 

This action proves once again that skin 
divers can work in cooperation with both 














COUNCIL OF | 
DIVING CLUBS | 
of California 


MEETING MAY 18, 1955 
8:00 P.M. 
Long Beach Y.M.C.A. 
(North Room) 
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line fishermen and commercial divers iff > 

both sides make an attempt to comg @ 

promise. Our oceans are plenty lorgel O 4p 

enough to support all of our activities iff & 

we use a little common sense. %. 
The Council extends its thanks to > , 


Barney Clancey and his group for the « 
cooperation on this bill. e 
* * * * 4 

At the last meeting of the Council it fo re 
was decided to take in individual mem- : 
berships. The reasoning behind this move * ' 
makes sense. Our organization is attempt 9 9 
ing to speak for all skin divers in Cali- 
fornia and it is unfair to limit our mem 
bership only to those divers who belong 
to clubs. Individual divers are jusi as 
anxious to preserve and improve our 
sport as the clubs, but in the past, they 
have had no way to lend their support. 
Now, with a $1.00 membership, they can 
lend financial aid which is bedly needed 
by the Council and have a voice in our 
affairs. All votes will still be by clubs only 
but all divers are welcome to attend Coun- 
cil meetings and put in their two cents 
worth on any issue they are interested in. 
Council directors are always happy to 
receive and consider proposals from any 
member whether he is an individual or 
a club. If you are not a club member, 
send your dues to Council of Diving 
Clubs, 352 Smith Street, Long Beach and 
you will receive your membership card. 
Keep California in the lead by supporting 
the organization which put us there in the 
first place. = 








SCIENTIFICALLY DESIGNED WET SUITS 


FULL SUIT KITS — $27.00 Complete 
DIVING EQUIPMENT — AIR RE-FILLS 
BALSA SURF BOARDS 
SKIN DIVING & SCUBA CLASSES — BEV MORGAN, Instructor 


DIVE N’ SURF 


223 Hermosa Ave. lat the seawall) Redondo Beach, Calif. 
Frontier 9-1473 
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a ee 
TOP—Dr. Robert Keast holding up impaled target after 
underwater gun demonstration at Marin County Sports 

Show, March 1955, California 
CENTER—Sub-Mariner Bill Silzle with 65-lb. diamond 
sting ray taken at Corona del Mar, California. Photo by 

Dennis Starleaf 
BOTTOM—Brian Shannon of the Long Beach, Calif. 
Junior Neptunes 











DIVAIR 
NO DOWN PAYMENT 


21 MONTHS ON BALANCE 


EVERYTHING FOR SKIN DIVING 
RENTALS — SALES — SERVICE 


Underwater sport sHop 


5914 E. 2nd St., Long Beach 3, Calif. 
Phone 90-7575 


SCOTT HYDRO-PAK 
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creatures in their natural habitat and 


AUTHOR NEEDS INFORMATION, 
pictures, etc. from underwater people for 
his next book. The subjects desired are 
octopus, cuttlefish and squid. Frank W. 
Lane, author of “Animal Wonder World” 
and “Nature Parade.” wishes to corre- 
spond and receive photographs, both 
black and white and color, of these sea 


showing some action if possible. Infor- 
mation is also needed from personal ex- 
perience with these animals on their 
danger to man. Send information with 
pictures to: Frank W. Lane, FZS, 116 
Evelyn Avenue. Ruislip. Mdx., England. 





The SKIN DIVER Magazine 
P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, California 


CIRCULATION BOOSTER 


Please send free introductory copies of ‘‘The SKIN DIVER” to three of my 
diving companions listed below. | am a regular reader of “SKIN DIVER” and 
believe my friends are potential subscribers. 

Name 

Address — 

City ees State 

Name 

Address 

City State 

Name 

Adaress. a 

City = State 


My Name State _ 














ATT CELL CCCCULC LCCC 





The SKIN DIVER Magazine 
P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, California 


Subscription Blank 


$4.00 — Foreign (1 Year) 








$3.00 — 1 Year $5.00 — 2 Years 





NAME (NEW) (RENEWAL) 





ADDRESS. 





CITY. STATE 








CLUB OR ASSOCIATION 
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H.’ Sail on the fast sali 
a. ft CRUISER: 
m uipped 
2 for free dviltg: a 
clecompressita chamber 
“ eae YOUR ‘ 
ESERATIONS LARLY: 
i HO Wiyeased 5-9697 
' EXprook 6-4407 
\ Axminster I-4905 
Weekdays 
apprtnt 















































DIVERS 


When in Florida and You Want to 
Spear Fish Take Underwater Pic- 
tures or Just Explore Reefs 

See 
Art Pinder and Charlie Andrews 


TRITON SHOP 


120 McArthur Causeway, Miami Beach 
Phone JE 1-0686 or MU 8-6109 
Write for free information on weather con- 
ditions, hotel accommodations or plain ole 
fishing information. We carry a complete 

line of spearfishing equipment. 


SALES or RENTAL 














Suit Yourself 
Rubber Suit Kits 


CONTAIN: PRE-CUT RUBBER, CEMENT, 
SEAM ROLLER, PATCHES AND SIMPLE IN- 
STRUCTIONS. COMPLETE WITH CONNECT- 
ING RING & HOOD. EASILY ASSEMBLED 
IN 3-5 HOURS. SUIT CAN BE USED EITHER 
WET OR DRY. ‘ 

SIZES S-M-L-XLG 


Full Suit ..... 19.95 
Shorty 


Write For Our Illustrated Brochure 


SUIT YOURSELF 


BOX 3449, LONG BEACH 3, CALIF. 
TIME TESTED PREFERRED 
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CEDRIC WRIGHT, promi- 
nent skin diver in South 
Africa, and a sizeable 
lobster taken on the 
Cape of Good Hope. 
These lobsters are com- 
parable to the Carib- 
bean species. 


Nouth 
AFRICA 


By CEDRIC WRIGHT 

Skin diving—and its allied sport of 
spearfishing — began to get a hold in 
South Africa about seven or eight years 
ago. and within a few years had grown to 
the status of a major sport with about 
2.000 enthusiastic followers. 

It has taken a particularly strong hold 
in the temperate seas of the Cape of Good 
Hope — centered around Cape Town 
where the seas teem with the smaller vari- 
eties of bottom-feeding fish. shellfish such 
as abalone (known locally as “perle- 
moen) and members of the shark and ray 
families. 

The biggest catches recorded to date 
are: edible fish, 50-lb.: inedible. 160-lb. 
(gully shark). 

We have had many retarding influ- 
ences on the sport here. the chief of which 
are the scarcity of equipment due to im- 
port control, and the high price of equip- 
ment, nearly all of which is imported from 
European countries such as France and 
Germany. 

For comparison with prices in the 
U.S.A.. we pay £2 (5.69) for flips, £7 
10s. ($20) for an “Arbalete” type gun. 
and between £30 (84) and £100 (280) 
for breathing apparatus, the French 
Aqua-lung costing just under £100. 

In spite of all this the sport has gone 
ahead and about a dozen active clubs. 
some of them with a very big membership. 
populate the secluded beaches on our 
coasts at week-ends. We have been fortu- 
nate in that there has been only one seri- 
ous accident with a speargun so far and 
only two diving fatalities. both of them 


caused through faulty and home-mi de 
breathing apparatus. 


In the speargun accident a gun went off 
by accident on shore and went through § 


the side of the chest of the fellow holding 
it. 

He calmly detached the barb and pulled 
the spear out, and two days later I saw 
him driving a car. so it could not have 
been too bad! 

Our spearfishermen are as free as the 
air, for the Government has not impo-ed 
any restrictive legislation on our activi- 
ties. Nor does it intend doing so. The only 
restrictions are those imposed by individ- 
ual clubs. such as limits on the size of fish 
to be shot. and regulations designed to 
confine spearfishermen to beaches and 
coastal strips away from bathers and 
anglers. We don’t want to stir up trouble! 

The bigger catches here at the Cape 
are made up chiefly of sharks and rays. 
weighing between 40-lb. and 100-Ib. It 
is seldom that we find edible fish bigger 
than 10-lb. in weight in the inshore areas. 
although in the warmer sub-tropical wa- 
ters of Durban, East London and Port 
Elizabeth. on our east coast. the fish are 
higger and include types similar to the 
grouper family. 

Our clubs include big regional clubs 
with a vast membership. and smaller 
“oroups —with membership usually lim- 
ited to 10. Some of the more important 
clubs, with their approximate member- 
ship, are: False Bay Spearfishing Club 
(Cape Town) with 100 members: the 
South Atlantic Underwater Club (Cape 
Town) 80 members; the Neptunes (Cape 
Town) 10 members; the Swordfishers 
(Cape Town) 10 members; the Dolphins 
(Port Elizabeth) 60 members; the Border 
Underwater Club (East London) 60 
members; and the Durban Underwater 
Club (Durban) 150 members. 

A big aspect of skin diving in South 
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A grcup of young commercial perlemean (abalone) 
divers on board their boat after making a hau! of aba- 
lone o * the Cape Town Coast using skin diving methods. 
This ir iustry has suffered in recent months due to the im- 
port og of U.S.A., Mexican and Japanese abalone. 


Afri-a has been the development of an 
abalone-canning industry at Cape Town. 
This industry relied entirely on skin div- 
ers. ct first with primitive equipment and 


later with Aqua-Lungs. to bring in aba- 
lone from the seabed. At one time it be- 
came a boom industry here. with about 


80 professional skin divers taking part. 
and most of them working from boats. | 
and many of my friends gave up our 
“white-collar” jobs to go diving for a 
time. just for the fun of it. It certainly was 
fun. but pretty risky as well. Five of our 
companions were drowned, most of them 
through becoming entangled in deep- 
wate! kelp. 

The abalone industry has largely pe- 
tered out here now. owing chiefly to com- 
petition from Mexico. the U.S.A. and 
Japan. who produce a more palatable type 
of abalone. After a boom lasting for about 
18 months, there are now only two fac- 
tories still operating. each with one or 
two boats. At least four boats 
wrecked during operations. and the divers 
and crews escaped in all cases except one. 
three young skin 
drowned. ' 


were 


where divers were 

The Cape Town area is known as the 
“Cape of Storms.” and for that 
most of our diving is confined to the sum- 
mer months. The clubs are stimulating in- 
terest among members in marine biology 
and underwater photography. We are not 
however, having much with 
photos because our water is not clear. 
Many of the club memberships have been 
whit'led down as all but the real enthusi- 
asts drop off, and we have been left with 
a hard core of regulars who take part in 
competitions and go diving right through 
the .ear in water which reaches 45 de- 
gre. Fahrenheit in winter—and they do 
it without rubber suits! >= 


reason 


success 








Summer Season opens June 19th closes Sept. Ist. Frequent Air Service via Nassau. 


Put . - Your Useution 


Bahama. Out-Islands 















Fast, small boats, native pilots 


Compressed Air (2300#)—COz gas for guns 
Endless Reefs, sunken wrecks, virgin territory 
Complete resort comforts and conveniences for 
non-skindiving members of family (if any) 


Popular American Winter Resort 
Famous Pink Beach ocean bathing 


Modern accommodations, ocean view cottages 


American Plan Service—excellent food 


Tennis, sailing, fishing, photography, loafing 


Information and rates write (airmail) 


PINK SANDS LODGE 


Harbour Island — in-the-Bahamas 


Clear, warm water—sheltered and open reefs 
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LEICA or ARGUS (4 


Optical Glass Window 


Case 
$85.00 


Brass, Monel, & Teflon Fittings 
Laboratory Optical Co., Plainfield, N. J. 


featured at 


BOWCRAFT, Scotch Plains, N. J. 
















Sea Blue Aluminum Case 











IN THE HEART OF THE FLORIDA KEYS 
SKIN DIVERS HEADQUARTERS 


at the 


SEAHORSE MOTEL 


SPECIAL SUMMER MOTEL RATES AS LOW AS 3.60 PER COUPLE 


WITH PRIVATE BATH 


COMPLETE LINE OF DIVING EQUIPMENT AND AIR 


INSTRUCTIONS—GUIDING 


50% DISCOUNT ON A:R TO GUESTS 
STAYING AT THE SEASHORE MOTEL 


MARATHON, FLA. 


PHONE 4541 


















OWNED & OPERATED BY 
WES AND CAL BARTELT 














TAINT NO SIN 


but YOU'LL DIVE BEST with 


FREE 
Certified lesson in pool 
with purchase of Aqua- 


Lung or Hydro-Park 


eFiSHent equipment from oFISHal headquarters 
the BEST and LATEST for BEGINNERS to EXPERTS 





406 South Lake 
PASADENA, CALIF. 


TO TAKE OFF YOUR SKIN AND 
DIVE AROUND IN YOUR BONES 



















The ONLY Certified-Air 
in the 
San Gabriel Valley 


Open Mon. and Fri. Eves 
"Till 9:30 


PARK FREE IN REAR 
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$ CASH § 
For GOOD Underwater film footage. 
Action and Panoramic. 


Phone or Write 


JOE GORNALL 


6447 Rhea Ave. Reseda, Calif. 
Phone DI 2-0193 
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Retail Store Now Open 
Open Weekdays and Saturdays 
THE SPEARFISHERMAN 


7521 Clay Street 
Huntington Beach, Calif. 


SERRE REE REE RR Eee 
$$ 


IN HAWAII... 


ts VALS 


2401 KALAKAUA, WAIKIKI 





New Jersey’s 
Complete Selection 
Swimfins — Masks — Rubber Suits 
Snorkels — Aqua-Lungs — Guns 
ROBERT KISLIN’S 
Sporting Goods 
710 Main Street Asbury Park, N. J. | 














4 
Visit Capt. T. A. Hampton Phone 2984 

British Underwater Centre, Dartmouth, 
Devon, England 


All types of 
apporatus available to members 
Diving Boats from 18° to 35° Diesel Cruiser 
Aqua-Lungs—£40 AIR AND OXYGEN 
To members—£37-7-6d RECHARGING { 
. 


MEMBERSHIP — TRAINING — EXPEDITIONS 











CHECK VALVES 





INTAKE 


Sz 


FITS INTO ANY AQUA LUNG TYPE 


MOUTHPIECE 





AND HOSE ASSEMBLY 
WITH NO ALTERATIONS 


00 


A SET 





From Your Dealer 
Or Postpaid From 


MAR-MAC 


INDUSTRIES 


1453 REVERE AVE. Dept.S-1 
HAYWARD.CALIFORNIA 


Step-Up An Active Public 
Relations Program 


1. Appoint one member to act as Pub- 
lic Relations Chairman for your club with 
the responsibility of keeping the local 
newspapers and radio stations informed 
of club activities. 


2. Send announcements of your meet- 
ings. expeditions, social affairs, elections, 
etc., to the newspapers and radio-remem- 
ber to give names, addresses, place of 
meeting, title of organizations, activity 
dates. Include some reference to the grow- 
ing popularity of this relatively new sport. 


3. Look for human interest stories— 
family projects, interesting wrecks, recov- 
ery of lost articles, unusual catches, and 
send a resumé to the editors. 


1. Where possible provide the local 
editor with 8 x 10 glossy photographs of 
activities with a factual descriptive cap- 
tion. 


5. Cultivate local editors, particularly 
fishing editors, spend a few minutes chat- 
ting with them when you drop in with a 
story or photo, invite them to your af- 
fairs and make a special point of inviting 
them along on an unusually interesting 
expedition. 


6. Get your speakers to accent the fol- 
lowing points in talks before local groups: 


(a) Conservation—Underwater spear- 


fishing enthusiasts are conservation 
minded—do not kill for the sake of killing 


—spear selectively. which other sports- 
fishermen can not do— limit their catch 
to those they can eat—try not to interfere 
with rod and line fishermen. 


(b) Service — Underwater spearfish- 
ing enthusiasts render valuable commu- 
nity service by being able to recover lost 
articles, investigate underwater condi- 
tions, special assignments for coast guard 
and other governmental agencies. 


(c) Everyman's — sport — Equipment 
costs are low for skin diving. and fishing 
areas are everywhere. It is a sport for 
everyone who swims and that includes 
nearly everyone.—F.S.D.A. 


FLYING SOUTH from Compton, California to Bahia De 
Los Angeles; on the Gulf side of Baja, California. This 
rugged « line has t d diving areas, but are 
accessible only by plane or boat. Pilots Fred Brodbeck 
and Harold Wysong check coastline and maps as the 
three divers (Hoss, Blakeslee and Auxier in rear seat) 
sleep the time away. Guide and skipper checks ahead 
for diving grounds. The very comfortable Hotel, EI Bilt- 
more, where delicious meals of turtle steak, quail and 
venison, can be had at your request. Meals are only 
$1.00 each. Pilot Brodbeck, and host Antero Diaz help 
Jim Avuxier (Editor S$. D.) with a few grouper speared 
nearby. Truck used to make the weekly trip to Ensenada 
for supplies. This 225 miles must be quite rough as it 
takes four days for a round trip 
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Max Noel Lowest Bidder 
Qn Sunken Motor Ship 
Prins Willem V 


By KENNETH C. FUTTERLIEB 


Mitwavukee, Wisc., April 5. 1955.— 
It has just been announced that Max Nohl. 
famed diver and salvage authority, was 
the lowest bidder on the raising of the 
sunken Dutch ship the Prins Willem V. 

The Willem, a 270 foot Oranje Line 
Die-el Motor Ship out of Rotterdam, was 
stru’k in a collision with a Sinclair Refin- 
ing Company barge at 7:15 P.M. on 
October 14, 1954. She sank at 8:30 P.M. 
in 10 feet of water in Lake Michigan. 
four miles off the Milwaukee Harbor en- 
trance light and is now reposing at a list 
of 90° on her starboard side. She was 
carving a wide variety of cargo, includ- 
ing hides, leather, machinery. air cooled 
engines, and countless other items. a large 
part of which offer good salvage potential. 
The general cargo included such diversi- 
fied items as trombones, juke boxes, 
chemicals. overhead garage doors. tools. 
television tubes, outboard and 
automobile parts. 

Max. Nohl. a prominent submarine 
engineer. as well as President of the 
American Diving Equipment Company of 
Milwaukee announced that he planned to 
float the sunken ship and her cargo by 
means of air. He has developed a unique 
method of accomplishing this without risk 
of imposing undue strain on the framing 
or hull of the rising vessel. Nohl’s bid was 
publicly announced at $50,000 (Govern- 
ment pay Nohl). The United States Corps 
of Engineers is primarily interested in 
removal of the hull as a potential menace 
to navigation. As she now lies. her port 
side is 31 feet under the surface. It is 
interesting to note that the bid specifica- 
tions provide that a clear title to the ship 
and its entire contents will go to Nohl. 
in addition to the $50,000 contractural 
payment, as soon as the job is completed. 
The formal contract award will be made 
by the United States Corps of Engineers 
in Washington. 

The Oranje Line abandoned the ship 
to the insurance company, Lloyds of Lon- 
don. and the later, in turn, abandoned her 
to the United States Corps of Engineers. 
With the coming of the new St. Lawrence 
Seaway she will obviously be a menace to 
navigation as deeper draft vessels come 
into the Great Lakes. 

Readers may be interested to know that 
a number of divers will be required for 
this job. Any interested and qualified 
person is invited to write Nohl at the 
American Diving Equipment Company, 
Box 871, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. > 
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Burleigh Brooks, Inc. 10 w. 46 st., New York 36, W. Y. 
West—PONDER & BEST, INC. 814 N. Cole Ave., Hollywood 38, Calif. 


UNDERWATER HOUSING for Automatic 
Rolleiflex f:3.5. Pressure-proof at depths 
up to and greater than 330 feet (100 
meters). Camera operation as usual. 
Special flash light unit. Write for com- 
plete information. 


























Boat Tanks Filled 
Suits and Lungs 


"J C il 
° ° Rented 


DAILY Open Boat — $6.00 per person 
Leaves—7:00 A.M. from 
Pacific Yacht Landing, Wilmington 


RESERVATIONS—Phones: 
Kimball 6892 — TE. 49833 
FRontier 56714 — TE. 22336 














air tank 
refills 
air tank 
refills 


1911 So. Catalina Ave. 





COM 
HERE... 


for smog free air 


Supplied by our new water lubricated 
air compressor 


1 00 


70 cu. ft. 


50 


38 cu. ft. 


® Redondo Beach, Calif. ® 





Shop 


FRontier 5-6714 


Aqua 
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SUPREME 
DIVERS 


Patent Pending) 


* Light weight for extra comfort 


* One-piece scientific construction 
* Sturdy, light weight rubber 


all impure gases 


Mouthpiece Only — $14.95 
With Bellows Tube — $17.95 
POSTAGE PREPAID 


vs 
LIGHT! 


MOUTHPIECE 


* Oversize bite retained for extra safety 


* Built-in non-return clapper valves keeps 
water from entering regulator mechanism 


* Neck band holder clasps for added safety 
* Extra check valves keep tubes clear of 


Choice of 40” or 58” overall length 





LESS $5.00 TRADE-IN 
For your old mouthpiece 











2036 N. Front St. 


Supreme Divers 


Philadelphia 22, Pennsylvania 





DEALER AND DISTRIBUTOR 
INQUIRIES INVITED 












































» Los Angeles 24, Calif, 


, 1045 Broxton Avenue 


d through U. § DIVERS CORP 


NEWPORT BEACH CALIFORNIA 
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LIGHT WEIGHT - EASY ENTRY - FORM FITTING 


Unexcelled for diving warmth and maneuv- 
erability, this new MONTEREY SUIT is supplied 
in two light weight insulating materials com- 
pletely eliminating the need for undergar- 
ments EVEN IN COLDEST WATER: foam poly- 
vinyl plastic for color selection and EXTRA 
DURABILITY, and DuPont’s new foam NEO- 
PRENE for EXTRA WARMTH. This amazing foam 
neoprene contains millions of dry nitrogen 
bubbles keeping cold out, heat in. Both ma- 
terials are impervious to salt, sun, and oil. 
Form fitting for LESS SURFACE RESISTANCE. 
Full length corrosion resistant zippers for quick, 
easy entry without assistance. Foam plastic 
suits are supplied in a variety of attractive 
colors: Waterwear Blue, and the SAFETY 
COLORS, golden yellow, and sea foam green. 
Sizes: small, medium, large. 

Foam neoprene suit complete with hood 

ONLY $89.95 

Polyvinyl plastic suit with hood $75.00 

For FREE illustrated brochure giving com- 
plete details of all Waterwear suits and other 


diving equipment, see your dealer or write 
direct. 


6902 COAST HIGHWAY, NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA 





Women To Get Skin 
Diving Instruction 


Can women and girls take skin diving 
instruction at the Y.M.C.A.? The answer 
is definitely ‘yes’ at the Long Beach 
Y.M.C.A.— in the special class to be held 
in May for women and girls and husha ids 
and wives. 

There are more and more women :¢ nd 
girls taking to the great sport of skin ¢ iv. 
ing and it is just as important that they 
get the proper instruction before tl ey 
venture forth into unknown waters a: it 
is for men and boys. Realizing this fac or 
arrangements have been made to cond ict 
a short term class of six (6) weeks dura- 
tion under the able guidance of “Y° Sxin 


Diving instructor. Rory Page. The class J 


will meet on Wednesday nights from 7 00 
to 8:30 p.m. starting Wednesday. \ ay 
11. 1955. 

There will be both lecture and practi al 
work in the course with the major «m- 
phasis put on the practical work in ‘he 
water—because of the limited time. ‘1 he 
class will be open only to individual 
women and girls and husbands and wives 
or boy friends and girl friends as coup’es. 
Individual men will not be accepted since 
there is a new class for them on Monday 
nights at the “Y’. 

Those women and girls who are inter- 
ested in this new class on skin diving 
should contact Al Fish. Physical Director 
of the Long Beach Y.M.C.A. (phone 
72737) at once to make the necessary 
arrangements. The class will be limited 
to 36 persons. All members of the class 
will furnish their own suits. towels. face 
masks. fins, snorkels and under water 
breathing apparatus for the course. 

This is an open invitation for all women 
and girls within the Long Beach area to 
participate in the newly formed co-ed skin 
diving class. Summer is almost here and 
you will want to be prepared for those 
many week-ends of skin diving in South- 
ern California. >= 

San Leanpro, CAtir. — Bill Gault. a 
Lieut. in the recently formed Alameda 
County Underwater Rescue Unit. and 
members of his team plunged into a 
nearby lake in an attempt to find a lost 
child. Gault and the divers used lungs and 
skin diving suits, went to a depth of 70 
feet. then the heavy underwater pressure 
induced a All through the 
night. for a period of 15 hours, the opera- 
tion continued under glaring lights and 
flares. At one time more than 300 spee- 
tators watched as the divers and firemen 
sought the body. The divers. throughout 
the operation, were hampered by ‘he 
lake's dark waters. With no reflection 
from the dark bottom, they could not ~ee 
their hands before them. 


nose bleed. 
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STANDARD TECHNIQUE FOR 
XECUTING THE BACK PRES- 
SURE — ARM LIFT METHOD 
OF ARTIFICIAL RESPIRATION 






living 





ns\,er 






se ch 





POSITION OF THE SUBJECT 





1. ice the subject in the face down, orone 
sition. Bend his elbows and place the 
nds one upon the other. Turn his face to 






n ind e side, placing the cheek upon his hands 
n Civ: 
t they POSITION OF THE OPERATOR 

2. Kneel on either the right or left knee at the 


id of the subject facing him. Place the 
‘ ee at the side of the subject's head close 
lac or t the forearm. Place the opposite foot near 
nd ict + e elbow. If it is more comfortable, kneel 
both knees, one on either side of the 
bject’s head. Place your hands upon the 
t of the subject's back in such a way 
Cr ASS t at the heels lie just below a line running 
17 O00 b-tween the armpits. With the tips of the 

Nay t-umbs just touching, spread the fingers 
wnward and outward 





OMPRESSION PHASE 
k forward until the arms are approx 


3. 
he mately vertical and allow the weight of 
. The the upper part of your body to exert slow, 
id sal ady, even pressure downward upon the 
- nds. This forces air out of the lungs. Your 
ows should be kept straight and the 
pressure exerted almost directly downward 
since on the back. 


OSITION FOR EXPANSION PHASE 


inter- 4. Release the pressure, avoiding a_ final 
ust, and commence to rock slowly back 
rd. Place your hands upon the subject's 
ns just above his elbows 


jiving 
rector 
yhone 
‘ssary BEXPANSION PHASE 


mited 5. Draw his arms upward and toward you 
Apply just enough lift to feel resistance and 
tension at the subject's shoulders. Do not 
bend your elbows, and as you rock back 
walter ward the subject's arms will be drawn 
oward you. Then drop the arms to the 
omen ground. This completes the full cycle. The 
arm lift expands the chest by pulling on 
e chest muscles, arching the back, and 
relieving the weight on the chest. 


class 


. face 


‘ea to 


1 skin 


nd The cycle should be repeated 12 times per 
those minute at a steady, uniform rate. The com- 
outh- pression and expansion phases should oc- 
cupy about equal time; the release periods 
being of minimum duration. 


ilt. a FAODITIONAL RELATED DIRECTIONS: 


meda It is all important that artificial respira- 
and tion, when needed, be started quickly. 
to 2 here should be a slight inclination of the 
: body in such a way that fluid drains better 

a Jost from the respiratory passage. The head of 
s and the subject should be extended, not flexed 
of 70 forward, and the chin should not sag lest 
obstruction of the respiratory passages oc- 
A check should be made to ascertain 
t the tongue or foreign objects are not 
obstructing the passages. These aspects can 

and be cared for when placing the subject into 
pesition or shortly thereafter, between 

cycles. A smooth rhythm in_ performing 


men arificial respiration is desirable, but split- 
Fhout second timing is not essential. Shock should 
he receive adequate attention, and the sub- 


je'' should remain recumbent after resusci- 
aon until seen by a physician or until 
yt ee recovery seems assured. 


AMERICAN RED CROSS BULLETIN 

















The Cadillac of Diving Belts 


The Amerman Weight Belt 
lock weights on 
belt wherever you 
Heavy-duty, hord wont them —they 
bobbitt and lead — 


v can't slide. 


will not crimp. 


















Each weight 
weighs two pounds 


Special aircraft 
corrosion-resistont 
safety buckle. 






Corrosion-proof 
brass bolt locks 
weight in place. 





Use dime or quarter 
to turn brass 


The only 
easy-to-change, 
non-slip belt with the 
quick release buckle. 
Quick relecse 

buckle—one movement 

and the belt drops off. 


Extra wide 
special heavy duty 
nylon web belt. 
2-ton test. 
Postage Paid Anywhere in U.S. 
At your sporting goods store or order from 


AMERMAN DIVERS SUPPLY 


Tommy Amerman, 7096 S. E. Hazel, Portland 6, Oregon 








ALMOST Everything for the 
Skin Diver 


“AQUA SPORT DIVERS 


16015 E. 8 Mile Rd. 
E. Detroit, Michigan 
PRescott 5-0274 
































Make thrilling 
UNDERWATER ~ 
PICTURES “23 


with any AO 


camera 
STILLS or MOVIES... BLACK & WHITE or COLOR 


Now you can take andorsetes @ 
photos and movies — without 
expensive, complicated equipment. - 

The revolutionary Aqua-Eye trans- 

parent camera case is flexible .. . holds all popu- 
lar rollfilm and movie cameras... Allows you to 
see and operate all controls underwater! And 
Aqua-Eye is guaranteed waterproof. 


Aqua-Eye opens up an exciting new world for 
you. Remember too, editors are searching for 
unusual underwater pictures. Why not make skin 
diving pay dividends? Order your Aqua-Eye 
camera case today. Send cash, check or money 
order ($4.95)...We ship postpaid. Dealer and 
Jobber inquiries invited. 


SEAWORTH COMPANY, Dept.D 
206 Lincoln Blvd., Venice, California 
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>Al 


1453 Revere Ave., 


COMPETITION DIVERS 
LUNGERS 
TIME YOUR DIVES 


Waterproof Case 
Tested to 200 ft. 


Case $4.95 


Watch 2.50 
Tax 25 


$7.70 


**At your dealer or 
postpaid from."" 


MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES 


Hayward, Calif. 








Main St. St. Thomas 


Virgin Islands 


“The Skin Dive 


rs Paradise” 


Clear, warm water all year round 
Plenty of fish and lobsters 


AQUA LUNGS — UNDERWATER CAMERAS 
for sale or for rent—tanks refilled 
Large stock of 


UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT 
Cressi — Champion — Hurricane 
Pirelli — Squale — Voit — etc. 


Cc. & M. CARON 


“La Belle France” 


U. S. Virgin Islands 








me help you with your 
Whether it is the Deve 


item, see me. 





| 
| 2080 LAURA AVE. 





et 


EXPERIMENTAL TOOLING 
RUBBER MOLDED PRODUCTS 
TOOLS, DIES AND MOLDS 


INVENTORS — IDEA MEN — DESIGNERS 
What's new in the way of skin diving 
equipment? Do you have an idea for a 
better type of flipper, mask, etc.? If so, let 


particular problem 
lopment, Manufac- 


turing or the Marketing of a new or old 


PARK MFG., INC. 


JEfferson 2187 


HUNTINGTON PARK, CALIFORNIA 


nacuneertied in Molded Rubber Goods 








Just Published! 


‘SHALLOW WATER DIVING 
and SPEARFISHING 


By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and Henry Kendall 


A completely new book, with all the very 
latest information about equipment and 


techniques that 


have been developed in 


the last five years for: 


eutnse Diving—Mask Diving—Seif- 


Snad 


Diving Equi and the 





Te 


Lotest Spearfishing 
Equipment and 
ys Techniques. 


ay 


y \ In addition to ready made equipment now avail- 


practical hints on equip- 


J able, there are many 
ment you can make. 260 pages, Illustrated. At 
your bookstore or divers’ supply dealer or send 
$4.00 and we will ship it postpaid. 


CORNELL MARITIME PRESS, Cambridge, Maryland 
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New York... } illinois . 


LONG ISLAND 
DOLPHINS INC. 


By AL HOFFMAN ; | + | 






















































We had the pleasure of meeting editor “ a : ) The A 
Jim Auxier of the “Skin Diver” at the ,. 2k 4 ming all 
Jamaica Sportsman Show where we had lL - + arbors 
our booth. He was ably assisted by Rich- wy : yuote th 
ard “Hydrophone” Crosby who had his iy A r4 14th. 
usual interesting tales of the sea, diving Pe) | Bundy, 
and treasure. The New York Sportsman Hon’t ge 
show had a tank where equipment was : . — BBhe ice. 
demonstrated by Dolphins and others. This « 
The water here at first was around 36 ' ig of 
and rubber suits were needed. One young Mepurniiar 
lady in a leopard Bikini suit dived in above ze 
without testing the temperature and when pf an in 
she emerged her goosepimples were so ‘ enderin 
prominent you couldn’t tell where her baepras cone 
suit ended and she began. Chuck Balfour On M. 
of the L.I. Sandfleas and our Mike O'Daly in and Jack 
planned an underwater endurance test. : i waler 
but after Chuck was laid up with a virus. , = ighte | | 
Dick Ferg of the Dolphins substituted. - ustay | 
Due to a leaky suit. Mike emerged 12 ber) iea 
hours later. Dick stayed on until he com- oe 9 rers. G 
pleted 24 hours and 21 minutes undet =" A hniqu 
water. He was amused by other divers eorge 
who played chess, etc.. with him. Among bok ou 
these was “Hydrophone” Crosby and ‘ P pin she i 
Gordon Groves of the Dolphins. Dick's . 
first remarks when he came out was. Hexas . . 
“Never again.” We'll see. cA | 

The East Coast Underwater Spear- “* 
fishing Association Dinner we sponsored 
was another highlight of the year. The 
guest speakers and movies were topped | § Teams 
off by an excellent film of Howell Con- bur inte 
nant of the Pinder Brothers in Florida. Charlie $ 

At this writing, no appreciable amount 2, and | 
of large fish have been seen in our ocean of Team 
fronts. The writer and another Dolphin he Nor 
dived in the middle of this month. but brought 
nary a fish was seen in the 28° water. ater wa 
They should be in soon we hope. oe ‘ old eno 

Local enthusiasts are invited to our ls Ls member 
meetings that include lectures and films i oe devised < 
the first Wednesday of each month at & ' ng fish. 
p.m. at the Flushing Bay Motor Club. ae ast. 

Plans 
BERNARD CAMPO! of Cresshilfon: 
New Jersey submitted the above a 
pictures taken at the recetlinossi}|y 
sports show in the Kingsbridgt 4 
Armory, New York City. To a the 
Cong. island Delphine ‘ond mpicipating 
Underwater Fishermen of NeBhd.. San 
Jersey and the attending mem. 
bers. Next comes the ‘‘Skit ible so t 
Diver’’ booth, manned by Ric ade to 
ard Crosby and the bottom ‘s 
of the tank and the divers duri New m 
the underwater endurance tesg 
Divers Dick Ferg and Mike OMWE are | 
hats 


See Hydrophone column {a ng inter 
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APALACHEE AQUA CLUB E 
gency Aqua Club stands behi potential 
Ed Miller as he receives bers \ } 
Honorary Deputy card: 1 
Leon County (Florida) Sherif S"BSaver< a 
Joyce. This team was called ‘ 
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linois ... 
CHICAGO AQUA 
VENTURERS 


By ROBERT HILL 


The Aqua Venturers have been swim- 
ing all winter long in the ice streaked 
arbors and shores of Lake Michigan. To 
huote the Chicago American of February 
Mth. “The club holds meetings every 
Sunday, and like all meetings, things 
fon’t get sociable until somebody breaks 
This caption appeared beneath a pic- 
ure of eight ice engulfed members in 
Burnliam Park Lagoon. The five degree 
above zero temperature caused an eighth 
bf an inch of ice to form on our masks. 
endering them useless as far as vision 
yas concerned, 

On March 2nd. Ray (the kid) Marcus 
and Jack (Polar Bear) Diedrich attended 
water safety program and were de- 
ighte| to see an instructional film: by 
ustay Dalla Valle (an honorary mem- 
ber) teaching two Chicago Aqua Ven- 
urers. George Iverson and yours truly the 
echnique of spearfishing. By the way. 
eorge was married a few weeks ago. 
ook out. George, instead of a rolling 
pin she is liable to use an arbalete. °>* 


MOXGS ..« - 


LONE STAR DOLPHINS 


By BOB SPRINGER 


Teams one and two finally scratch in 
bur interclub spearfishing competition. 
harlie Stefano and Zane Price of Team 
2, and Don Huntley and Bob Springer 
of Team 1 joined together on a trip to 
he North Jetty at Port Aransas and 
brought in 18 Sheephead. Although the 
ater wasn’t good and clear, it was plenty 
ld enough. so cold, in fact. that one 
member of the party (ZP) ingeniously 
fevised a new and unique way of spear- 
ng fish. But believe you me, it will never 
ast. 

Plans are being made for our forth- 
oming spearfishing meet on the Coast, 
ossibly in August. Any clubs or groups 
nthe State of Texas interested in par- 
icipating should write us at 189 Montez 
Rd., San Antonio, Texas as soon as pos- 
ible so that proper arrangements can be 
ade (0 accommodate all comers. 

New members are really rolling in, and 
i¢ are beginning to resemble a small 
Army. So many individuals are becom- 
ng interested that we have had to set 
p a definite qualification course in div- 
ng, swimming, and related activities for 
potential members. Incidentally, all mem- 
bers who are not already Senior Life 
Pavers are reminded that classes will 
e held in the Lone Star Pool again this 
ear, and now is the time to enroll. > 





IDEAL PROTECTION 
IN COLDEST WATER 


THE EDCO 


For Men 
THE EDCO 


MARINA 


For Women 


FOAM NEOPRENE 


DEALERS FROM COAST TO COAST 
OR WRITE 


NGINEERING 
EVELOPMENT 
ORPORATION 





DIVE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR! 


SUB-MARINER 


SOFT, WARM, COMFORTABLE 


2 


OS 
5 2 = 











berkeley 4 - california 








305 american trust company blda 


Full Suit $75 
Other Models Various Prices 





KIN D 


Proud to be Then its 


nly natural you should 


a Skin Diver? Sure, you are 


want to sport new precious 


sterling silver Skin Diver jewelry styled and fashioned 


y His Lordship—manufacturers of fine nautical jewelry 


Authentic in every detail, the men’s set includes cuff 


links mounted with accurately scaled flippers and 


tie bar (or pin) mounted with a miniature replica of 


a Skin Diver in action. Tie bar mounted with a pair 


of flippers and a Skin Diver tie tack are also available 


For the gals, His Lordship offers a Skin Diver pin 


flipper earrings and Skin Diver earrings. For the charm 


bracelet both Skin Diver and flippers are available 


See your local Skin Diver equipment dealer or write 


Dealer inquiries invited 


HIS LORDSHIP Products Co. 





TAXEA 


Striking Symbols 
of your 
Favorite Sport 


PRICES 

All of His Lordship Jewelry is solid sterling silver 
Skin Diver tie bar 
Flipper tie bar 
Flipper cuff links 
Skin Diver tie tack 
Skin Diver pin 
Skin Diver charm 
Flipper charm 
Skin Diver charm earrings 
Flipper earrings 
Postage Paid. 


ed wn 
SuaenN 
SSAI8A8ss 


OnNY 


Send check or money order. No C.O. : 


116 Nassau Street New York 38, N. Y. 
SKIN DIVER—MAY—27 











California... 


PACIFIC GROVE 


HERE IT 1S! — and Only *179* LOONEY GOONEYS 


By WAYNE V. LYE 


THE FIRST UNIT TO BRING The San Francisco Sport Show is «ver, 
UNDERWATER PHOTOG- el acer aichaenare Mag sm 
RAPHY WITHIN EASY wer hehe oh a a 
REACH OF EVERY SKIN 

DIVER'S POCKETBOOK. 


We were pleased to be selected a= the 


host club. to meet with many thous inds 
of curious spectators. The keen int -rest 
of the crowds was evidenced by the faet 

*PRICE INCLUDES EAST- 

MAN BROWNIE HOLIDAY 

CAMERA. 


that the glass-fronted tank was the ec: nter 
of attraction during every demonstra ion, 
Encouraged by the large crowd: we 





soon became “ham actors.” eating and 
drinking, drawing portraits. sho ting 
spear guns at a wooden target an | it 
general demonstrating the equipme iit it 
a humorous way. “Mock quarrels” vere 
freely indulged in the skits—masks vere 
ripped off and mouthpieces are jerked 
out. while the victim fumbles for his 
7) mask his air is shut off. After the victim 
his air valve on. re-inserts his 


@ turns 
— D AV C Oo ex mouthpiece, puts on his mask and | lows 


it free of water. he now takes revenee on 




















® For skin divers who want to join the growing army of new scientists searching out and record- his tormentor who is busily taking sows, 
ing the secrets of the deep. All this horseplay. which provide- the 
® For owners of swimming pools to catch rare shots of children and guests as amateur frogmen. crowd with laughter. also demonstrates 
For all who want the thrill of participating in that fascinating new sport — underwater the ease of living under water. 
chetnasnstinp. rhe hi-lite of our exhibition was a 
breath - holding contest between club 
a rrr members. We cleared our lungs just be: 
| SEND TODAY— for brochure describing features and use of DAVCO ; Ana dive by breathing ee Bob 
Silica ie Sei a Cas, neta, al ena Meatiae. ceCurdy stayed down for over six min 
| | utes. then Claire Overfelt remained below 
a Eee ee for eight minutes, 13 seconds. Gustay 
I | Dalla Valle. pioneer skin diver, was pres 
1 ADDRESS - | ent and we were pleased to chat in- 
city STATE : formally with him. 
1 | Now as we gather at the beach and 
3510 MANOR STREET wade into the surf, adjusting our masks 
I D [ D AVI S C O | and diving lungs. it seems odd—wher 
e e e LOS ANGELES 39, CALIF. are the crowds. spotlights, microphone 
oo orunnersie tr chirteronstandremPecliiendhennatinetind nena so fanetradt entender Aer and this flare of flashbulbs? >= 























Underwater tests at 15 foot range show terrific power of the new Jet Manta 
Mark 2. 3/, inch Pine target smashed by Head and Shaft. Photo shows target after 


test. 


















$19.95 


Magazine Grip $1.75 extra WESTERN JET MANTA 


MARK 2 


POWER—800 Ibs. Chamber Pressure 
See your dealer or order from PERFORMANCE—Shoft speed 10 feet in 1/50 second. 


Western Tool and Sales Co. New Firing Pin Mechanism develops smashing power. No loading effort in or uncer 
Box 743-S, Westminster, Calif. water. ¥% inch steel shaft, self detaching tempered head, automatic line release, posi- 
tive safety. 




















28—MAY—SKIN DIVER 

















Illinois . 


Our g 
in reven 
takin» p| 
fine «ues 
ruar\ 2. 

In ow 
fice: Bo 
Aldr iis 
yale is 
races we 
the ouly 
thanks tl 
sen, | im 
fine job 
montis. 

At ou 
privil ge 
Ed Fishe 
To those 
name~. | 
divin w 
for wom 
hours ur 
Mexi Oy. 
and \ac 
ways. Al 
were Ver 
signin & 


served. é 


The 


The SPEAR 
swim-good 
stretchable 
easy to u: 
more bulk 
into place 
WATER, 









[Vial 77777) 


if 


€ 










YY 






Ns 


ll 





fi 








VE 
EYS 
DYE 





over, 
home 
the 
lub 


i= the 
S inds 
resi 
e fact 
nter 
ion 


and 


ere 


ere 


his 
yictin 
his 


| Ows 


| Ws 
e= the 
strates 


Was a 

clul 
ist be: 
1. Bob 
¢ min- 
helow 
yustat 
. pres 


at it 


h and 
masks 
where 
| shone 



















Illinois... 


CHICAGO SUBMARINE 
EXPLORATION GROUP 
By VERN PEDERSEN 


Our group has had some fine meetings 
in recent weeks. with election of officers 
takin» place on January 19th, and several 
fine cuests present at our meeting of Feb- 
ruar) 2. However. one thing at a time. 

In our elections. the following won of- 


fice: bob Domkowski is president. Karl 
Aldrin is vice-president. and Johnny Pri- 
vate is secretary-treasurer. All of the 
races were close. with a single vote being 
the oily difference in all cases. The club 
thanks the outgoing officers. Vern Peder- 
sen. ‘im Guth. and Dick Guerine for a 
fne job during the club’s formative 
mont'is 


At our February 2 meeting. we were 


privil ged to have as guests Zale Parry. 
Ed Fisher. Jim Auxier. and Mac Aleece. 
To those who do not recognize these 
name. | will mention their place in the 
divins world. Zale holds the depth record 
for women. Ed is the chap who spent 24 
hours under the surface of the Gulf of 
Mexico. Jim is the editor of “Skin Diver” 
and \lac is a representative of Health- 
ways. All gave fine talks on diving. and 


were very kind in posing for pictures and 
signing autographs. Refreshments were 
served. although our guests were almost 


NOW! It’s here 


After 5 Long Years In Development 


The Latex Seamless 


(Made like a surgeon's glove) 


The SPEARFISHERMAN, since 1944 developers of more 


swim-goods factories combined, brings you the greatest of all—the 800% 
stretchable, pure rubber, one piece shortie. This is the tough, light weight, 
easy to use suit featuring the new “ASCOT PLEATED" neck chute. 


more bulky entry chutes. With the ‘‘Ascot Pleated,” 


into place — and the freedom — say — IT'S JUST LIKE WARMING THE 


WATER, 
















FREE 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
FOR A LIMITED 
TIME ONLY 


DUCK FEET 


(The Navy U.D.T. Fin) 
“SENIOR REGULARS'’— Value... $8.95 
Absolutely free with each cash suit 
order. 
**GIANTS''—Value $12.95. Add $4.00 
With each cash suit order. State shoe 


















California... 


PESCADORES 
By HOWARD LINDENMEYER 


On March 1. twenty-five of us skin 
diving enthusiasts met at the home of the 
Howard Lindemeyers and organized 
forces for a new club which will hence- 
forth be identified on the California scene 
as the “Pescadores” (Spanish for fish). 


starved by the time we finally let them 
eat. The four were made honorary mem- 
bers of the club. and Zale was selected 
by our single members as the “Girl they 
would most like to make a deep dive 
with.” 

On Sunday. Feb. 5. Ed joined us 
at the Raicne Quarry for a dive through 
the ice. (Personal to the Milwaukee Am- 
phibians: Where He did 
very well. considering he is used to that 
warm Florida water. With all the rubber 
suits he wearing. he 50 
pounds of lead to sink. however. We hope 
he had fun. 

Our activities all winter have continued 
through snow and ice. sleet and storm. 


were vyou?/). 


was needed 


but with the advent of spring. everybody 
is happy. It won't be long before we can 
dive in water that is warm enough to 
leave the suits home. cold 
that it. After all. 


too literally. >= 


water suits. 
we can't take skin diving 


Shortie S 


firsts than all other 


No 
the suit pops right 


This rugged shortie is a practical suit—no knees or el- 
bows to tear oult—no seam trouble—easy to dry—easy 
to pack—easy to get into, 100% dry, the 800%, stretch 
rubber makes a gentle bicep and thigh seal. One size 
fits everybody. Outlasts two ordinary suits, still light in 
weight. 


TEN-DAY RETURN PRIVILEGE—YOU MUST BE SATISFIED 
—POSTAGE PAID—ONE DAY SERVICE. 
SEND CHECK TODAY, $34.95 plus tax TO 


Jack Opperman heads our club as presi- 
dent: Howie Lindenmeyer, vice president 
and Scot George, secretary-treasurer. 

We dedicated our activities toward 
skin diving. spearfishing. conservation 
of marine life. safety in diving and swim- 
ming and compliance with California fish 
and game laws. 

That famous skin diver. Doc Mathison 
aided and abetted our purpose with his 
matchless underwater films. answered our 
many questions about skin diving activi- 
brought in some of the 
all of 
first 


ties and even 
very latest 
added much color to om 


equipment which 
meeting. 

The “Pescadores” will be represented 
with a display booth at the Los Angeles 
Hobby show for the Council of Diving 
Clubs from April 22 to May 1. We are 
also looking forward to entering a team 
for the underwater spearfishing meet in 
June. 

kd Handler is on a skin diving vaca- 
tion around Lake Knowing in old Mexico 
and we should be hearing some tall tales 
when he returns. Our new vice president, 
Howie Lindenmever reports the lure of 
the warm clear Hawaiian water where 
he spent a week skin diving and surf 
riding on the Beach at Waikiki. nearly 
stole his heart awav from the mainland 
and that the cold “shudder” waters of 


the Pacific will never be the same after 
Honolulu. >= 































7521 CLAY $T. 
HUNTINGTON BEACH , CALIFORNIA 
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DIVERS SUPPLY 


6906 Coast Highway Newport Beach, Calif. 
Phone — Harbor 3798 


THE ONLY COMPLETE STOCK OF 
SKIN DIVING AND DEEP SEA GEAR 
ON THE PACIFIC COAST 


Seal Suits, Aqua Lungs, Abalone Irons 
Arbaletes, Hawaiian Sling Guns, Masks 


Floating Knives, Foam Neoprene Suits 


Air Refills 


Complete Rental and Repair Service 


AMERICAN, BRITISH AND JAPANESE DEEP SEA GEAR 


A Division of Waterwear Company 








NOW FOR THE FIRST TIME 
A REAL FOAM NEOPRENE WET SUIT AT Th, the COST! 


MARINMAN FROGMAN SUIT KIT 


Complete with all materials and instructions to 








make an “insulated” foam neoprene full 
suit with hood and boots. Reinforced 
seams. Easily custom made to 
fit you. FAST ON and OFF. 
TOUGH AND DURABLE. 
DRIES IN MINUTES. 


329%)... 


F.0.B. SAN RAFAEL HOODS - BOOTS 
used exclusively by 


MARIN SKIN DIVERS CLUB 


ORDER TODAY OR SEND FOR SAMPLE 


Copyright 1954 


MARIN UNDERWATER SPORTS CO. 


1444 4th Glenwood 4-8016 SAN RAFAEL, CALIF. 
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California... 


SEA LANCERS O} 


SANTA MONICA 
By BILL ANDERSO\ 

Our two trips for the months of Feb. 
ruary and March were to Catalina Isiand, 
on the Maray. Neither were too produe 
tive. The first trip was to Iron Bouné 
Bay on the windward side. There wer 
big sheepheads down deep, 40 to 50 feet 
after they were chased out from the cliffs 
The water was clear early in the day 
with visibility at 50 to 60 feet at times, 
No bugs were taken there. Late in the 
afternoon we moved into the lee. no bug 
there either. But there were quite « fey 
leopard sharks. Many were hit but only 
two were landed. Gary Hall got a 28- 
female about 5’ long. But it was dis: uali 
fied because a lung was used. My 24-h 
female nosed out Gene Daniels ‘0-h 
Sheephead for the trophy. 

The second trip found few fish ai ound 
of any size. A smattering of big but ven 
wary sheepheads. The largest fish wa 
Dick Schreiber’s 4-lb. 14-02. calico bass 
Which. unluckily. can’t win a trophy b 
cause calico bass must weight more tha 
5 Ibs. according to present trophy rules 

At our last club meeting Mart ‘ogg 
weiler, skipper of the Maray. showed 
his beautiful color movie: “Skin divin 


at Catalina.” It was really grand. Thanks 
a t 


Mart! = 


California... 


NEWPORT HARBOR 
SUB-MARINERS 


By ALAN WHITE 

A box score of the Sub-Mariners’ ae 
tivities, over a two-month period: a week 
end trip to Ensenada. Mexico; two bea 
meets, and three trips to Catalina. The 
second beach meet was a “bug hunt, 
as it was held on the last Sunday befor 
the closing of lobster season. Bugs wert 
few in number but big in size. High man 
for the day was John Lafferty with a 
11-lb. bull. Milton Shepp got his fir 
bull. 6 Ibs. of him. with Johnny Mille 
nabbing one of almost equal weight. Ket 
Green and Logan Heath also took nice 
sized lobster that chilly but fruitful day 
One of the Catalina trips was an over 
nighter, with the gang camping oul neél 
Cherry Cove. Nothing spectacular wa 
speared, but two of the trip’s most it 
teresting hours came when we ran inl 
a school of giant Blackfish. The hug 
monsters (average weight 500 Ibs.) wel 
calmly feeding and paid little attentio! 
to the boat, even when a couple of t 
fellows launched the dinghy for a clos 
look. Bob Clark finally got up enoug 
courage to enter the water with them b 
then the mammals decided they coull 
feed better elsewhere and swam away. 
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California... 
SAN BERNARDINO REEFERS 
By JIM McMILLAN 
Clear. blue water and a surface tem- 
perature of about fifty degrees greeted 
the Reefers upon their arrival at Punta 
Banda on the morning of March second. 
After breakfasting. Darrol Carlin. Jim 
McMillan. Bob Martin. and Jerry Miller 
set out to find a photogenic area. As we 
had taken Jack Reed’s 16mm camera and 
several magazines of high speed black 
and white along. movie taking was one 
of the prime objectives of the trip. It 
was soon discovered that the entire area 
with its steep rocky bottom was suitable 
for picture taking. so after an hour’s div- 
ing the group returned to camp to pre- 


TOP—McMillan, the movie camera, and a portion of a 

cove near the fishing settlement. Bottom—is of the en- 

campment of the Reefers on the south side of Punta 
Banda, Baja, California 


pare for the next day's diving and pic- 
ture taking. 

The next morning Dean. Martin. and 
Bob Morris went fishing. After a half 
hour boat trip they discovered the rock 
they wished to fish from was inhabited 
by a large colony of seals. Fishing op- 


erations were subsequently transferred to 
@énearby kelp bed where club president. 
@Martin, shot the biggest fish of the trip. 


atwenty-five pound Sheepshead. 

Movie taking was the main order of 
business on the second afternoon. al- 
though fishing operations were not dis- 
continued. Reed’s camera functioned per- 
fecily down to fifty feet which was the 
maximum depth allowed by photographer 
MeMillan’s headcold. Sequences included 
arlin entering the water (fish-eye view). 
assorted reef life. and several picturesque 
shots of a lobster pot. 
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Anyone interested in the picture or 
the club is welcome to attend our meet- 
Ings on the first and third Tuesdays 
of the month at the San Bernardino 


YMCA, >= 





The Best Bargain In Summer Vacations 


BEACHCOMBER TOURS 
CARIBBEAN SPECIALIST IN SPEAR FISHING 
Offers 
10 full days—All expense tours 


$168.50 


INCLUDING: 


Three excellent meals a day, comfortable sleeping accommodations, daily 
spearfishing trips on our boats, cruising and exploring the coral reefs among 
the crystal clear water of the Virgin Islands and free use of our Aqua Lungs 
and compressed air. 


No hidden expenses only add your fare. 


Return tourist flight from Miami to St. Thomas—$102.20* 
Return touris! flight from New York to St. Thomas—$144.20* 


* PLUS FEDERAL TAX 


Early reservations are absolutely necessary. Write to-day for further information. 


BEACHCOMBER TOURS 
P.O. BOX 1138, CHARLOTTE AMALIE, ST. THOMAS 
VIRGIN ISLANDS, U.S.A. 


The trade winds make the Caribbean a delightful place in the summer. 
SPECIAL ATTRACTIVE OFFER TO CLUB MEMBERS AND COLLEGE STUDENTS. 











NEED SOME ANSWERS ? 
















Bill Barada, past president 
of the California Council of 
Skindiving Clubs, has 
written a book especially for you 
—amateur and expert alike. 
Yes, UNDERWATER, The Skin- 
diver’s Manual answers all 
your questions as the first 
\_. complete, how-to-do-it 
w book on hunting 
and exploring in 
this world 
beneath 
the sea. 
California 
lawmakers 
are now using 
this book as a reference on this fast-growing 
sport. UNDERWATER tells the whole 
story—from selecting equipment to actually 
going below. Exciting photographs, adventures and 
skin diving tips—all from an expert. 









SEND $1 FOR YOUR COPY 
plus illustrated catalogue of diving gear today! 


BEL AQUA 
ead eT. 7, 3720 W. 54TH ST., LOS ANGELES 43, CALIF. 
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DOLPHIN MANUFACTURING CO. 


(SKIN DIVING SHOP) MFG’S RUBBER SPEARFISHING SUITS AIR REFILLS 
SUITS ARE DRY TYPE— FRONT ENTRY — HOOD — MOULDED BOOTS 


DELUX PURE GUM - KELP COLOR - $42.50 


If custom built suit desired—head, chest, waist, hips, crotch to floor, foot in inches, wrist, height, and weight required 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED —If no dealer in your area write for information. 
OPEN DAILY TILL 6:00 P.M.—CLOSED SUNDAYS 


9642 EAST ARTESIA BOULEVARD Phone TOrrey 6-2185 BELLFLOWER, CALIFORNIA 
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Was achusetts .. . 


FITCHBURG SHARKMEN 


| By GENE PARKER 


) Tie Fitchburg Sharkmen are located 
a little too far from salt water to have 
nany opportunities to spear fish. so much 
four activities have been directed along 
ine~ which we feel other clubs similarly 
_—s SRituited might like to hear about. 
nN e are the official diver-rescue unit 
f the Leominster. Massachusetts Civil 
Defense. Civil Defense has purchased a 
ompressor for our use. We have a truck 
lomplete with blinking lights and a siren 
or CD rescue and underwater recovery 
york. Of course. the C D truck is to be 
ised only during actual emergencies. We 
iave a panel truck and a beach wagon 
---=-/ith racks for equipment. car top boats. 
ind a boat trailer for use on our only too 
———nfrequent ocean trips. 
If there had been a diver-rescue unit 
vhen Worcester. Massachusetts was deva- 
ited by the tornado of June. 1953. we 
night have been able to save the lives of 
ictims trapped in submerged automo- 
iles. In the National C D test of June. 
954. only seven minutes elapsed be- 
ween the time we were alerted. and the 
joment a dummy was recovered from a 
tbmerged automobile, over a mile from 
he starting point. 
, «| The Red Cross Livesaving courses and 
fornia}. 1) a a a ei as cee 
e C D rescue work has given us valu 
—— ile experience. We believe we are the 
st skin divers in Civil Defense. The 
ken are on call for both the Fitch- 
ure and Leominster Police and Fire 
epartments for body and contraband 
reovery. Sunken boats. outboard motors. 
khing tackle, and anchors are some of the 
ticles we salvage. 
We work with the Massachusetts De- 
krtment of Fisheries and Game on recla- 
ation projects. At present one of the 
ading Science Museums is considering 
fing our services for obtaining under- 
ater specimens. 


Now entering the third year, there are 
a} ‘tive members, and many applicants 








FITCHBURG SHARKMEN 
—front row, I-r: Gene 
Parker, Virignia Stupak, 
Norman Bourget and 
Mike Quatrello. Second 
row, I-r: Gerry Charette, 
Richard Romano, Bob 
LaProde, Paul Vian and 
Harvey LeBlanc. Ice div- 
ing, Vinton Pond, West 
Townsend, Mass. 





NEW ENGLAND SKIN DIVERS ASSOCIA- 
TION—We are in the process of forming 
for all divers and clubs in this area similar 
to other organizations functioning in other 
regions of the country. The first meeting 
will be held at the Hotel Statler in Boston, 
Mass. For exact date and further informa- 
tion write immediately to: New England 
Skin Divers Association, P.O. 177, An- 
dover, Mass. Telephone Andover 2357. 











who have been attracted by newspaper. 
radio, and television publicity. WBZ-T\ 
filmed Sharkmen diving under the ice. 
and interviewed us on the “Swanboat” 
program. We have given lectures and 
demonstrations at college. YMCA. and 
municipal swimming pools. and have 
shown movies and lectured at church and 
club groups. Exhibits in libraries and 
movie lobbies have helped to popularize 
skin diving in our area. At all of these 
events we have stressed the fact that div- 
ing is safe as long as common sense rules 
are observed. 

At present three members are complet- 
ing the building of a one man submarine. 
Another is planning a radically designed 
boat made specifically for spearfishing. 
It will sleep 5 and accommodate 10 on a 
day trip. The boat has special ladders. a 
well for viewing the bottom and to dive 
through, and lights for night hunting. 

We are very pleased to have Ron Merk- 
er and Jerry Abbott from the California 
Sub-Mariners participate in our activities 
while they are stationed at nearby Fort 
Devens. Ron held a record for spearing a 
Black Sea Bass, (203 Ibs.) 

If there are any clubs that might bene- 
fit from our experience (most by trial 
and error) in salvage. club organization. 
training, public relations and publicity 
we would be pleased to swap information. 

Anybody interested in skin diving is 
welcome at our meetings which are held 
the first and third Wed. of each month at 
Stevens Business College in Fitchburg. 
Massachusetts. > 





UNDERWATER PHOTO 
& EQUIPMENT CO. 


90 Cricket Ave. 








Ardmore, Penna. ' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
, Something new every month! 
EDCO make-it-yourself 
NE etre Sei es eee $20.00 
Capewell Snorkel — only one 


-<—— 


through which you don't re- 
breathe your own breath $7.50 





We believe our stock of under- 





' if “ie 
; water photographic and diving 
| equipment is most complete in 
| the country. 
' 
; Write for Catalogue 
; an 
; Dealers’ inquiries invited. 
' 
+ —-FRANT EICTIUOLIZ SPORTING 
GOODS 
4052 El Cajon Bivd. San Diego, Calif. 


ATwater 3-2059 


Certified Air — Aqua-Lung Refills 
Lungs—EDCO Suits—10°% down payment 
Complete Skin Diving Accessories 











Ar 10% Longe ‘ood 


VALL ST. AT HERSCHEL 


JER HEADQUARTERS 
San Diego County 





.R FOR LAND & SEA 


G SALES - SERVICE - REFILLS | 
& INSTRUCTION | 
KENCO l 

a & Fibreglas Surfboards 
@ MASKS @ FINS ® GUNS 





OLLA, CALIFORNIA | 
GLencourt 4-3607 
of the La Jolla Skinsters”’ | 
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TAKE ACTION 
PICTURES 


with the SAMPSON 
Gun and Safety 
Powerhead mount- 
ed on camera box, 
with built-in light- 
meter. 


THE 


SAMPSON 


PROFESSIONAL 
UNDERWATER 
CAMERA BOXES 


Designed for the Bell & 

Howell 16 & 35 MM 

100’ roll cameras and 
Elgeet’s 3-D system. 





BELL & HOWELL cameras available with UW cases 


SAMPSON MACHINE Works 1604 Newport Bivd., 


Costa Mesa, Calif. 
Write for prices and information 














HERB SAMPSON’S HIGH GRADE PRODUCTS 


Movie camera cases Safety power heads Fine underwater guns 
Detact ie heads — Underwater nail cases 
SOLD BY DR. NELSON E. MATHISON 
3515 E. Ist Street, Long Beach, Calif. 
Phone L.B. 82851 








Bids SAVINGS 
Assemble yourself 


Underwater Gun Kit Price $7.50 
Latex Rubber Powered, Corrosion and Rust Resistant—All Parts Painted and Fitted 


THE CADEEL CO. 





P. O. Box 962, Long Beach, Calif. 








“L°EAU ET LA VIE SOUS-MARINE” 


French Magazine for Spearfishermen and Skin Divers 


Write to: Roger Foucher-Creteau 
Bureau 16A 


1 La Haye Street 


Subscription for One Year: 
$2.00 (U.S.A.) 





Tangier (Morocco) 








PESCASPORT 


(Italian Spearfishing Magazine) 

American Representative: 
GUSTAV DALLA VALLE 
c/o Skin Diver Magazine 
P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, Calif. 


One Year Subscription—$5.00 
Manuscripts and photographs from the 
U. S. and Canada welcomed. 





Exclusive South Bay Dealer at 
. SF —— 
—— 


MARK VII CO2 TANK GUN fa *\, 


SEE THIS POWERFUL VALUE — $47.50 e TANK EXCHANGE — $2.00 
Aqua-Lung Tank Rentals Air Refills, $1.25 & $1.50 


pen 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. —7 days a week 


JERRY'S DIVING EQUIPMENT 


1036 Avenue “C”’ Redondo Beach, California FRontier 5-4977 











SKIN DIVING BOAT 


““PADRE 


Special Charters Arranged 
For reservations and information call the 
“*MANLEY BOYS" 
Days AT 2-5080 Nites PA 1-3808 
ISLAND YACHT LANDING NO. 2 
801 Ford Ave. Wilmington, Calif. 
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Oregon... 


LES HOMME DE MER 


By VERNE WHEELWRIGHT 


Everybody's talking about diving. bu 
nobody’s doing anything about it—sv the 
fellows who now make up the membe: shi; 
of Les Homme de Mer decided to sto, 
talking and start diving. That. in a nut. 
shell. is the reason that this smal’ but 
active club was formed—all its men ber 
wanted to get out and dive. 

In the brief month since the clul was 
formed. two successful jaunts have ee 
made to Puget Sound. as well as on: tri 
to Depoe Bay. Another trip to th 
“Sound” had to be called off becat 
ice and snow on the roads. 

One of the club members. Dick \ ald 
has been spending much of his spare ‘ime 
during the week at one of the Por ‘an 
school pools. demonstrating his lu: 2 t 


swimming classes. He’s also been tea: hing 
some of our prospective members hw t 
use the lung. which gives them a c¢! anc 
to get the feel of it while under lose 
supervision. 

Incidentally. that name. Les Hom: ie di 
Mer. is French for Men of the Sea. We 
haven't been able find anyone wh 
makes waterproof berets. Speakin: 
names. this would be a good spot to men} 
tion the names of the six charter mem 
bers who organized the club and_noy 
form its nucleus: Jerry Fleming. Jin 
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Gray. Jerry Griffith, Dan MacMahor 
Dick Wald. and Verne Wheelwright 

If any of you clubs would like to writ 
glad to hear from you. Th 


Milwauki 


us. wed he 
address is 2112 7th Ave.. 
Oregon. 

Drop up and see us sometime, if yo 
don’t mind cold water!! >= 


California... 


NORTH HOLLYWOOD 
TRITONS 


By BILL STOKEL! 


Diving activities in our club these pas 
few months has been limited to “Ye Oldq 
Fishing Hole” at Palos Verdes. Bat 
weather and rough water have also takel 
their toll of what started out to be pleasur 
trips. Yours truly made a record dive la: 
month, although I’m afraid it won't g 
down on the records as it happened 4 
Mt. Waterman in the snow. The only r 
ward I received for it was a broken le 
and lots of sympathy. Also about half 
our club are out of activity as they a 
now in the armed services. 

Dick Taylor. Bill Price. and a fe 
others are again leaving for Guayma 
It will be their third trip down to th 
region. Color movies of the complete tri 
will be photographed by Bill Price. Tri 
to Catalina and Punta Banda are als 
being planned. 
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HAWAIIAN CORAL GYPSIES 


By BILL D’AOUST 


Skin diving hasn’t been too good in 
the Hawaiian area lately, so the Hawaiian 
Coral Gypsies had a wonderful oppor- 
tunity to do some repair work on our 
hoat. the Coral Gypsy I. It has been in 
the water for about a year and a half. 
and was badly in need of repairs. By 
the time this goes to print, the boat will 
be back in the water and we will be aqua- 
lunging along the reefs of Oahu again. 

The H.C.G. is trying out a new idea 
on accepting members. Not only must 
the «pplicant be a good swimmer and 
practice water safety whenever he enters 
the vater; he must also be 
by the other members of the club. We 
must be extra careful out here in the 
lth naval district. If a member of the 
nave! forces loses his life by careless use 


observed 


of an aqua-lung, our sport of aqua-lung- 


ing nay be declared too hazardous for 
anyone except qualified divers. such as 
the (DT. It behooves each one of us 
to not only practice water safety. but 
also teach others how to properly use 


# various pieces of equipment. ™ 





oes your club have 100% subscription t 


* The SKIN DIVER”? 
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California... 
MARIN SKIN DIVERS 
CLUB, INC. 

By BOB SIKORA 


March was a good month for the Marin 
Skin Divers. Excellent visibility in the 
Ft. Ross area produced consistent catches 
of cod and bass to the amazement of the 
local fishermen. Nearly everyone has an 
aqua-lung now and we all have frogman 
sults. 

The big news is the overwhelming suc- 
cess of our exhibition at the Marin Sport 
Show March 19th and 20th. Ten thous- 
and people. at six performances saw Bob 
Sikora. Bud Arey. Stan Goldsmith. Dr. 
Robert Keast. Bob Bruce. John Hull. Mike 
Moore and Art Bradford don frogman 
suits and full equipment to demonstrate 
the aqua-lung. the various spearguns. 
etc.. in the beautiful outdoor swimming 
pool of the Bermuda Palms. The club has 
been acclaimed by the press as the feature 
attraction of the show and six articles and 
pictures have been published about the 
club. 

Naturally all this favorable 


publicits 


has stimulated interest in skin diving 
ereatly and as many as thirteen carloads 
of skin divers and would be skin divers 
have been arriving every Sunday morn- 
ing when the club meets in San Rafael 
to journey to the coast. - 


California. . 


BAKERSFIELD FROGMEN 
By RAY W. LLOYD 


We have one fine thing to report about 
our club this month and that is. after our 
skin diving display, that ran for two 
weeks in conjunction with the showing of 
the film “20.000 Leagues Under the Sea” 
at the local Fox Theaters. our member- 
ship increased from nine to fifteen. 

Our last trip was to Punta Bunda in 
Mexico. The following members made the 


trip: Ray Eckhardt. Dean Markham. 
Wayne Wheelock. Ray Loyd. Dwight 
Jeffries. John Stone and Gene Parsley. 


We speared fish of all kinds and took 
some big bugs. 

The only bad luck we had on the trip 
was on the last morning we were there. 
Our boat sank going through the surf. 
but all hands turned to and we managed 
to save our gear and get the boat and 
motor back on the beach. 

We would like to hear from the 


skin divers club so that we could get to- 


Fresno 
gether at Morro Bay or some suitable 
place for a dual meet. 

In the diving gear department we have 
been doing fine with some excellent home 
made suits and spear guns being turned 
out by members. 


the New MARK VII CO2 Gun 
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All working parts stainless 


CO2 powered 
40 shots per cartridge 


Compact 
Light Weight 


Pressure safety 
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Metered valving trigger deyice 


Spring loaded safety 





Cartridge exchanged at eheier’ 


PACI FIC SALES INC) f $33 HILL AVENUE, FULLERTON, CALIFORNIA 





1.C.C. approved cartridge and safety 


ye barbs & point 


15-ft. nylon line 
Detachable head 
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Mouthpiece assembly with clapper valve 


each end, 


A true non-return mouthpiece. A preci- 
sion unit that comes completely assem- 
bled and can be installed in a few minutes 
on any diving lung. Made of pure rubber 
with one inch outlet ends. Allows a mini- 
mum amount of water into your breath- 
ing lines. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Cat. No. DM-14 Only $8.50 each 
Send 25c in coin for 1955 DIVE- 
MASTER SKIN and LUNG Diving 
equipment catalog. Dealer inquiries 


invited, 


U. A. S. CORPORATION 


5637 W. 63rd Place 


Chicago 38, Illinois 
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California... 


GOLDEN GATE 
AQUAKNIGHTS 


By JIM POL 


Spring is here again so the more 
hardy members of our club have taken 
off a layer of underwear because the 
water temperature will rise about 2 
during the spring and summer to a de- 
lightful 51°. We of the Golden City 
have had a busy time during the last 
two months. March 4-12 the National 
Sports and Boat Show featured a tank 
of skin divers from various clubs in this 
area. We were very pleased and gratified 
with the interest shown by the general 
public. Almost everything was done un- 
der water that could be managed in a 10’ 
by 6’ by 6’ tank. 

March 27 will be a day the writer will 
long remember. The club embarked on 
it’s usual weekend trip to Carmel, finding 
there a very unusual 70 to 80 foot visi- 
bility. The water was perfectly calm with 
fish among the rocks and in every cranny. 
The most successful catch of the day was 
an eleven foot. 65-pound octopus. Four 
of made the catch. Doug William. 
Ron May. Ed Galindo. and the writer. 
Doug saw it first and we all joined in 
the chase, spearing it three times. To our 
dismay two of the spears tore loose and 
the octopus. very snooty like. with one 
of our spears still in him. stuffed himself. 
spear and all, in a cave with the opening 
barely 6” in diameter. Ed eventually 
dislodged it and came to the surface 
wrapped up like a mummy. Needless to 
say. we all enjoyed this with fiendish glee. 
Although the yowls of our finicky parents 
could not be interpreted as fond purrs of 
acclamation. we are. 
mensely 


nevertheless. im- 
satisfied with our prize. A 
psychiatrist would have enjoyed a field 
day with us in noting a sudden and 
startling change of the proud. benign. 
and fond countenances of our elders upon 
beholding this fine creature. As every- 
one knows. the distaff side is always more 
verbose and vociferous but in this in- 
stance the old man came out a little 
more than ever. Of course this major 
victory might have been because Mom 
was temporarily stricken dumb during 
a hysterical seizure. | am exceptionally 
bright, so that not more than a scant 
half hour of wordy bedlam. shaking 
of fists. and pounding on tables con- 
vinced me that this brave dish would not 
be prepared in Mom’s pots or pans. 
neither would it grace Dad’s board. It 
also occurred to me how few people enjoy 
the finer things of life. especially our 
parents. So | guess we must be patient 
and understanding with them. Perhaps 
a few more years of gently educating 
them will permit us to keep one of our 
prizes somewhere on the premises. ** 


Maine... 


COAST OF MAINE NEPTUNES 

By DON LAMONT 

The ice has gone, water temperatires 

are rising. and our skin divers are r dy. 

ing for underwater exploration. sj car.\ 
fishing and salvage diving. 





a handicap as it allowed our club mor 
time to knit our organization into a uni- 
form group. 

The first club activity will be helo the 
latter part of April or early May when} 
we will dive for lost moorings at_a \ acht| 
club in our vicinity. Much careful }-lan. 
ning is going into this as diving wi'l be! 
in a ten knot current with tricky ccndi- 
tions and low visibility. and then oor- 


Winter was more of an asset to us ‘har 


ings are located in rather deep w ter 

We have been verv fortunate i: re. 
ceiving expert instruction in the use 
of aqua-lung equipment from two ex-} 
perts in the field. Lieutenant Comma der 
Don Jacques. skipper of the subm: rine 
USS Benny. and Charlie Simpson. « hief 
of the boat USS Albacore. Prior to «heir 
careful tutoring. none of our members; 
had received instruction from a qual fied 


user of SCUBA equipment. and we had ) 


long realized that this was a drastic sliort- 
coming of our club. We are proud t 
have them as members. 

We are now considering establisiing 
chapters of the Coast of Maine Nepti 
in the sea coast regions of Maine an 
New Hampshire. Any persons interested 
in chartering a chapter of our organiza: 
tion are urged to write. °* 


e> 


California... 


LOS ANGELES NEPTUNES 


By TERRY LEWIS 


On Sunday. March 13th. the Clul 


met at Haggarty’s Cove for a lobster dive. } 


The turnout was good and highly enjoyed 
by those present. except for a com,/lete 
dearth of lobsters in the pot. After that. 
a meeting was held at the nearby hom 
of John Backus. 

At this writing we are looking forward 
to the showing on Wednesday evening 
of a skin diving film by Leon Paddock. 
a renowned photographer. who had a 
quarter-hour’s footage in “The  5ea 
Around Us.” I know it will be a grand 
experience, 

Our club is really getting on to a fine 
what with a 
Mexico trips. many swell new members. 
et al. If you live around greater Los 
Angeles. contact Bob Earle. our secre: 
tary. at OSborne 6-0509. and get ac 
quainted. We meet at the L.A. Police 
Academy. Be our guest. 

You California diving clubs: have you 
joined the Council? And do you have 4 
safety director? With diving gettine as 
hig as it is. safety and conservation are 





season. social program, 
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more important than ever. Thank you. * 
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SKIN DIVER TRUNKS Bteearee 
INES of FRENCH IMPORTS 
ne Long, long wear for underwater men 
lul 1. 1 Hr. Positive Reserve $125.00 
‘ul Aqua Lung 125. 
» din QUICK EXIT. . . Gantner’s JANTZEN’S SPEARFISHER- 2. 2 Hr. Dble. Tank and 
laste. Two Zipper Style MAN ... Style SP. Tested Reserve 200.00 
njoved #381. Two Zips and suit and Approved by 30 Ex- a ee ae 
comes off waist immedi- perts. The Zip-Off Trunks or Neoprene 8.95 
mre fy Sly FE | 4. Manges int—Gor, 
r that. for putting on or remov- fit. Tough, durable, will or Neoprene—UDT Size 12.95 
home |] ing trunks without tak- last for years. Camou- 5. NATASCOPE—Aqua- 
ing trousers off. Snug flage colors with rope / lung full face mask 37.50 
design gives full support. } attached for securing 6. Clog Proof Depth 
Colors: Navy, Black, equipment. Colors: Navy, Gauges—120 Ft. 1.25 
TW are White, Red. Sizes: S (28- Green, Brown and Red. 7. Clog Proof Depth 
vening }} 30)-™ (32-34)—t (36-38). $5.95 Gauges—300 Ft. 2.45 
I i $5.00 8. Watch Case 7.95 
dock. We 9. Underwater Watch and 
1 a ~ Fa tre an alee Stop Watch—Special Price 
h A Wa. er? vi 10. Seamless Latex Long 
» sea THE PIONEERS IN SWIMMING 2 pe. Suit 35.00 
ind 








11. Seamless Latex Long 
2 pc. Suit—with Hood 


~8 ist; . 3 
AMA LE LSA SIE You ce52'"" fi tctest Wi io. Champion Deluxe 
a tine reer al- Fi as 
poram. SPEARFISHING CENTER . hn. De . 13. cml Mask ‘os 
mbets. 233 W. 42d St. Dept. SK-1,N. Y.36 VRRORCaae fins, 14. Savole Snorkel 1.95 
eras, 
s, etc: 
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15. Hawaiian Sling 4.95 
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[] Free Catalog on French Imports (No COD‘s) 
ve vou” ) Gantner’s Trunks #381 $5.00 PPd. Waist Size Color NAME 
ha e al] () Jantzen’s Trunks *SP ~ 5.95 PPd. Waist Size Color nv 
inv &i () Put My Name on Permanent List... 25¢ 
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welter weight 


sun - and - woter tested 
Lastext), fly-front, mesh 
supporter, waist draw 
string, 4.95 


tiger shark'’ rug 
ged Sanforized cotton 
poplin, side zipper, 
mesh supporter, elas 
ticized fitting inserts 
leg slits, 4.95. 


skin diver prints’’ 


sas ae e se 
tropical cotton, com | Sg re) r Ss t n I ve rs 
pletely lined front, 
Lastex back, front 


zipper, elasticized waist 
5.95 


Photo by Howell Conant taken in the waters off Bimini. Fins, mask, and gun by Voit. 


strong zipper at right side 
1c 4c : * ; zips on and off like slacks; strong elastic insert 
This is Art Pinder*— known to skin eS eee rasa, staatte tanant 
supporter... price $5.95. 


divers all over the world as one of 
the real underwater pioneers—who 


will appear in a full color Jantzen 
rope can be 
looped for easy 


advertisement in Lifeand Sports _ securing of lines 
and equipment; 
can be arranged 


Illustrated in June. Look for the Se 
ad—and look for your Jantzen 


skin diver trunks now. Patent 
Pending 
exceptionally tough fabric . 
Of the famous Pinder brothers from Florida. Art holds designed originally for hunt- camouflage colors that 
the world record for the tiger shark (337 Ibs. )— his ing jacket... tested and won't frighten fish, won't 


. found snagproof even on excite barracuda and 
brother Don has speared an 804 Ib.Giant Black Grouper. rocks, barnacles, and coral. sharks. 


Get your free copy of the Jantzen “‘Handbook for Skin Divers’’ from the Jantzen Skin Diving Advisory Council, Jantzen Inc. 
Dept. SD-M, Portland 8, Oregon. 








